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21 S. California St.
Crowning the center of the
downtown commercial district is
this four-storied bank building
with elements of the Renaissance
revival style. The interior is
striking with elegant chandeliers,
columns, and decorative moldings.
Built in 1926 by architect H.
H. Winner, the building, in its
time, was home to six banks. The
building had the first elevator in Ventura County.
Erle Stanley Gardner produced the drafts for his first
Perry Mason novels in his second law office above the
bank. (Continue south on California Street.)
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11 Nick Peirano House*

17 Bank of Italy

107 S. Figueroa St.
This beautiful Queen Anne
style home was built in 1897 by
Nicola “Nick” Peirano for his
young bride Clara Rafetto. Nick
took over his uncle’s grocery
business in 1890.
Next door are two restored Victorians, The John Love
House, a Colonial revival home built in 1903 and The
William Elwell House, a Queen Anne style home begun
in the 1880s and completed in 1902.
(Return to Main Street)

394 E. Main St.
Built in the popular BeauxArts style (Italian Renaissance
Revival), this 1924 two-story
bank was built for John
Lagamarsino, Sr. and designed by
a top Los Angeles architectural
firm, Morgan, Wall and Clements. Marble bas-relief
was imported from Italy. Inside the building, finely
decorated beams and gold leaf cornices can be seen, but
unfortunately, much of the original design was lost when
the building was converted in the 1930s.

12 Site of Spear’s Saloon

18 Bank of Ventura Building*

298 E. Main St.
Southwest corner of Main St. & Palm St.
Mr. Spear rented out the now removed second floor of
his saloon to serve as the first City Hall in Ventura as well
as the first County Courthouse. He served his beer to
supervisors, councilmen, judges, and jurors during their
frequent breaks from the tiresome work of government.
The saloon won another place in Ventura’s history when,
in 1874, it offered the first ice cream served in Ventura as
a fundraiser for the Ventura Library Association.
(Proceed north up Palm Street)

16 N. Oak St.
Built in 1904 by architect J.H.
Bradbeer, the two-story brick
building was one of the first
banks in town. For many years
it operated as the Mill’s Jewelry
Store. One of the offices above
the bank contained the first
(1915) Ventura law office of
Erle Stanley Gardner who wrote
many Perry Mason mystery
stories. See stop #21 for Erle
Stanley Gardner’s second law
office. (Proceed east on Main Street)

13 Phoenix Stables

34 N. Palm St.
The brick stables and carriage
house were built in 1906 by
Newton Sanborn. Purchased
in 1921 by the county, it was
remodeled and used as the county garage, and again in
1982 as the Old Town Livery. (Across the Street)
Norton Ranch House
71 N. Palm St.
This 1910 Craftsman-style
house once stood on a 40-acre
walnut farm on Bristol Rd. It
was moved to this location,
restored in 1990 and designated
a historic landmark in 1998. This home was linked to
the prominent Chaney, Callens, Vanoni, Ramelli, and
De Silva families over the years.
15 Hartman Residence

73 N. Palm St.
Mr. Fredelin Hartman, a native
of Bavaria, Germany, operated
a profitable brewery for many
years on this site. He built this
Craftsman-style home for his
family in 1911. Gayle Kieran
restored the house, full of woodwork details in 1988.
(Return to Main St. and proceed east)
16 First Post Office

377 E. Main St.
In 1861 Ventura’s first postmaster, Volney A. Simpson,
was said to have carried letters in his hat for delivery to
residents in what is believed to be the first system of letter
carrying in the state. In 1903, local businessmen of the
Ventura Improvement Company raised the capital to build
this structure for use as a post office at a cost of $20,000.
Marks on the floors of the store show where the post
office counter was once located. (Proceed east up Main St.)

19 El Jardín Patio*

451-461 E. Main St.
The first movement to create a
shopping environment began in
Southern California in the 1920s
– it was a movement that would
end with the elaborate shopping
malls of today. Built in 1925, El
Jardín Patio was designed by the
Los Angeles architectural firm of
Weber, Staunton, and Spaulding.
Pacific Coast Architect Magazine (July, 1928) stated:
“Entering the commercial court, the shopper feels that he
is in another world. Here is a fountain, trees, flowering
shrubs, and pleasant nooks in which it rests . . . where
shopping becomes a pleasure.” It has retained its Spanish
Colonial style with its raised courts and wrought iron
railings despite some remodeling in 1952.
(Continue east on Main Street)
20 Hotel Ventura

487 E. Main St.
The Hotel Ventura, now called
the Ventura Inn (a residential
hotel), was built in 1926 on the
site of the 1903-1925 City Hall.
Once the largest hotel in Ventura,
with the city’s second elevator,
it was built by Gus Berg who
owned the De Riviera Hotel in Santa Barbara. The hotel
was designed by the Pasadena firm of Williard, Bell and
Clarence Jay. The building has many Spanish elements
seen best in the double-arched entry and columns.
(Cross Main Street to the south side, down California Street).

22 El Nido Hotel*

67 S. California St.
Built in 1927 by the County
Courthouse architect Albert C.
Martin, this Spanish colonial
revival hotel was named “El Nido”
(The Nest). Its most outstanding
feature is the cast stone frieze in
the Spanish “Churrigueresque” style.
(Proceed east on Santa Clara Street)
23 Traveller

555 E. Santa Clara St. south side of
Downtown parking structure
Public artwork created by Blue
McRight and Warren Wagner in
1998 depicts a Chumash tomol (board
canoe) and paddles that link Native
American and modern modes of
transportation. On the sidewalk is a
quote from Chumash elder Fernando
Librado: “The canoe is the house of
the sea”. (Cross the street.)
24 Hotel Fosnaugh

540 E. Santa Clara St.
Built in 1926, this fanciful Norman
revival building does its best to
create the impression of a French
chateau with steep-pitched roofs,
towers, and decorative brickwork.
(Proceed east down Santa Clara Street to Plaza Park.)
25 Moreton Bay Fig Tree

Plaza Park corner of Santa Clara & Chestnut Streets
Planted in 1874, this giant
tree provided shade for band
concerts, political rallies,
and war bond drives during
WWII. The park was laid
out in 1866 and re-landscaped
several times over the years.
Directly south of the park, on Thompson Blvd.,
stands the Historic Mitchell Block of eight homes
representing a number of architectural styles from
Victorian to Craftsman.(Proceed across Santa Clara Street
and enter the U.S. Post Office.)
26 Gordon Grant Murals*

675 E. Santa Clara St. – across from Plaza Park
Santa Barbara artist Gordon
Grant painted the mural in the
lobby of the US Post Office in
1936 in the WPA Federal Arts
Project style known as “American
Scene” or “Regionalism.”
(Proceed back to Chestnut Street and turn north)
27 The Ventura Theater*

26 S. Chestnut St.
Built in 1928 in the Spanish
Colonial Revival style, the
Ventura Theater is the county’s
only Great Movie Palace.
Vaudeville shows necessitated
dressing rooms and a lofty scene dock to make it a
fully functional theater. The lobby is decorated with
ornate fixtures. Under the 40 foot auditorium dome
hangs a magnificent chandelier surrounded by a
stylized silver sunburst design.
(Proceed north on Chestnut Street)
28 Ventura Guaranty Building & Loan

598 E. Main St.
Built in1928, this elegant brick
building combines designs of
Spanish Colonial Revival with
influences of zig-zag modern,
most visible in the glazed tile,
and decorative brickwork.
The hand-stenciled ceilings and wood paneling are
reminiscent of Hearst Castle. The murals, painted by
artist Norman Kennedy, depict early life at Ventura’s
Mission. (Proceed to City Hall)

