About the 2016 Art Tales art and artists

l

nua
h
8t an

Marguerite
Hardeman
(1911-1990)
Ortega Adobe,
c. 1960’s,
oil on canvas.
California muralist
Marguerite Hardeman
— a member of the
Realistic Painters
Group in Ojai who
taught at Ventura College in the 1960s — created 25 murals,
15 of which are now in the Olivas Adobe art collection. They
depict four centuries of Ventura’s history from the first encounter
between Chumash and European explorers to scenes of Spanish and Mexican settlement – including the Mission and Mexican Rancho San Miguel of the Olivas family – and capped
with a modern-day overview of the city from Grant Park. The
murals are on display each year free for the public to view during the “Murals & Roses” exhibit at the Olivas Adobe in May
or early June. In celebration of the City of Ventura’s 150th anniversary of the State of California granting Ventura cityhood,
a panel of her work “Ortega Adobe” is included in the 2016
Art Tales contest.

Paula Odor (b. 1927)
Thrift, 1999, watercolor.
This highly evocative work describes a multi-layered perspective of human experience in
visual terms, but for Paula Odor the
impulse for creativity is primarily instinctive. While painting in the park
near downtown Ventura’s historic
Mission, Odor took a break and
walked passed one of the colorful
thrift stores in the area. The vision
of light on a windowpane, and the
rich tapestry of objects within reacted with her sense of aesthetic pleasure. She says “I try to make a painting so that a person
sees something for the first time. We look at things every day
and yet we never really see them.”
Paula Odor is a watercolor painter who has been a resident
of Ventura since 1955. She has a Bachelor of Science degree
in Ad Design, and a Master’s in Art from New Mexico Highlands University, and has taught art in public schools. She has
exhibited her work widely in galleries and museums such as
the Carnegie Art Museum, and the Buenaventura Art Association. She is active with several art organizations such as the
California Goldcoast Watercolor Society and the Ventura College Friends of the Arts.

Special needs may be met by calling 805.658.4726 or the California Relay Service.

11•15

r
Paula Odo

Abbott

Katherine McGuire has
established herself as a
highly respected watercolorist with a sensitive eye for the local landscape. Enchanted
with images of quintessential Ventura, particularly the diverse
people and characteristic architecture of ordinary neighborhoods, her subtle and airy treatment of vintage buildings and
idyllic vistas portray Ventura as a place of dreamy charm. “I love
the hillsides, the ocean, the Spanish architecture. I think I notice
details in Ventura that are often overlooked because it’s so different from where I grew up – there are no palm trees in Iowa.”
Katherine McGuire, who has been fascinated with art since
childhood, earned a BA in fine arts from the University of New
Mexico. She is a member of the Buenaventura Art Association
and former co-chair of the Historic Committee for the Midtown
Ventura Community Council. Her art has been exhibited at the
Carnegie Art Museum, the Museum of Ventura County, and,
among other spaces, the Ojai Center for the Arts.
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Meredith Brooks
Abbott continues
the American
Impressionist
legacy through
her luminous paintings of California landscapes and still life.
She studied and learned from several recognized American
Impressionist painters – Douglass Parshall, Richard Meryman
and Clarence Hinkle. Abbott’s family-owned, fifty-acre ranch
in Carpinteria is the landscape found in her plein air paintings.
With an affinity for nature, Abbott is active in the preservation
of threatened environments in California. She is a member of
the Open Airing Klub (OAK), a group of painters whose subjects are endangered areas threatened by development. Abbott is also a member of numerous arts associations including
the Santa Barbara Arts Council, Plein Air Painters of America,
and the California Art.
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Katherine
McGuire
(b.1958)
Catalina Street V,
2002,
watercolor on paper.

McGuire
Katherine

Meredith
Brooks Abbott
(b. 1938)
Oranges Against
Shadows, 1999,
oil on canvas.
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— Lesson Plans for Teachers & Writers —
The City of Ventura is pleased to sponsor this eighth
annual creative contest open to all writers worldwide in
partnership with E.P. Foster Library.
The contest invites imaginative writers of all ages to
compose a short story or poem (500 words maximum)
inspired by one of the artworks currently on exhibit at the
library from the Public and Municipal Art Collections.
These selections from City Hall and other facilities are
rotated annually to a special second floor exhibit space
near the library’s rear (children’s) entrance in an effort to
make them more accessible to the community.

Artworks & Theme

“Artist Next Door/Our Local Story,” the Art Tales theme for
2016, celebrates Ventura’s 150th birthday in April through
four artists whose works in the Municipal and Public Art
Collections tell our city’s unique story by depicting its classic
neighborhoods, citrus orchards, proud history and hip
downtown.”
—Tobie Roach, Public Art Project Manager

1. Ortega Adobe, by Marguerite Hardeman, c. 1960s, oil
on canvas, 31” x 37”
2. Catalina Street V, by Katherine McGuire, 2002,
watercolor on paper, 22” x 28”
3. Oranges Against Shadows, by Meredith Brooks Abbott,
1999, oil on canvas, 21” x 25”
4. Thrift, by Paula Odor, 1999, watercolor, 34” x 28”

How to Enter
1. Visit E.P. Foster Library, 651 E Main St in Ventura, to
view the exhibit, or view the images and the complete
contest kit online at www.cityofventura.net/arttales.
2. Write an original poem or short story (no more than 500
words in length) inspired by ONE of the artworks there
that “calls” to you. Only ONE contest entry per person
please.
3. Prepare your entry as an electronic word document,
in English or Spanish, in a twelve-point font, including
at the top: the author’s name, address, phone number,

email address, age, title of work and number of words.
4. Submit your entry by April 4, 2016 BY EMAIL ONLY to
rnewsham@cityofventura.net with “Art Tales” as the email
subject line – together with a completed release form
(see next item below).
5. Complete a savable pdf release form – parents must do
this for youth entries under 18 – copy the document to
your desktop, fill it in, save and send it along with your
entry poem or short story.

Judging
A committee of professionals, educators, librarians and City
of Ventura staff will judge entries on creativity, presentation
and correspondence to a specific artwork to select their
top three choices for separate poetry and short fiction
categories in three age divisions:
• Youth (grades 2-8)
• High School (grades 9 -12)
• Adult (ages 18 and up)

Awards & Library Reading
All winners receive a bound edition of the judges’ selection
with cash prizes for first ($30) and second ($15) place. The
Mayor of Ventura presents the awards in April or May during
a library reading of works by contest winners: all participants,
their families and friends and the public are invited to attend
this special event where refreshments are served.

Contest Rules
Qualified entries shall be (a) either a single short story or
poem (one entry per person) (b) no longer than 500 words
(c) written solely by the entrant (d) not previously published
(e) nor in conflict with trademark, copyright, rights of privacy,
rights of publicity or any other rights, of any kind or nature,
of any other person or entity; (f) which does not include any
language or other content that is indecent or inappropriate as
determined by the CITY in its discretion. Entries not satisfying
these criteria in any respect will be disqualified.

