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AGENDA ITEM 13A
2022-2023 CITY COUNCIL GOAL SETTING SESSION #3

Tracy Oehler
From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Attachments:

Sonja Flores
Friday, January 28, 2022 1:09 PM
City Clerk; Sofia Rubalcava; Joe Schroeder; Lorrie Brown; Doug Halter; Jim Friedman;
Mike Johnson; Jeannette Sanchez-Palacios
Peter Gilli; Neda Zayer
-EXT- Homes for AII/VSSTF written comment - 1/29/22 13A. 2022-2023 City Council
Goal Setting Session # 3
Homes for All VSSTF Goa l Setting letter 1-28-22 FINAL.pdf

Vent ura City Council Members:
Please see the attached Homes for AII/VSSTF letter regarding the 1/29/22 City of Ventura, City Council hearing, agenda
item 13A. 2022-2023 City Council Goal Setting Session #3.
Sincerely,
Sonja Flores
Homes for All

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
>> Please verify all links and attachments before opening them!<<
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HOMES FOR ALL
City of Ventura
City Council
501 Poli St.
Ventura, CA 93003

CC: Peter Gilli
Neda Zayer

January 28, 2022
RE:
City of Ventura 1/29/22 City Council Hearing - 13A. 2022-2023 City
Council Goal Setting Session #3
Dear Ventura City Council members:
Homes for All and the Ventura Social Services Task Force (VSSTF) encourages you
to include the following goals within your 2022-2023 Ventura City Council Goal
Setting list:
1)
Allocate resources/funding towards the implementation of the 11 Homes
for All/VSSTF recommended programs regarding the City of Ventura's 2021-2029
housing element (i.e. additional funding to increase the number of
staff/ employees within the planning division who can assist with housing element
implementation) .
2)
Submit an application to the California Department of Housing and
Community Development Department (HCD) to become a Pro Housing Designa ted
jurisdiction in order for the City of Ventura and developers who develop affordable
housing ·w ithin the City of Ventura, to remain competitive when applying for HCD
sources of funding. In the last 5 years, the Housing Authority of the City of San
Buenaventura has been awarded over 20 million dollars in HCD funding.
Council needs to take concrete steps to ensure that its residents have access to
affordable housing. Implementing the 11 Homes for All/VSSTF housing element
recommended programs and the City becoming a Pro Housing Designated
jurisdiction are some of the many steps that are needed to lead the City of Ventura
in that direction.
Signed,
Homes for All/VSSTF

Tracy Oehler
From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Kathleen Wheeler ·
Friday, January 28, 2022 8:19 PM
City Clerk
Mike Johnson; Doug Halter; Jim Friedman; Sofia Rubalcava; Lorrie Brown; Jeannette
Sanchez-Palacios; Joe Schroeder; collart@west.net
-EXT- Item 13 Goal setting for January 29 meeting

Dear Council members,
The Ventura Climate Coalition (VCC) is a City-focused citizen group that advocates for measures that reduce new Green
House Gas emissions (GHGs) and sequester existing GHGs. In this spirit t he VCC offers the following comments and
recommendations related to City Goal setting for the fiscal year '21-'22 .
Multi-Year Goals

•

The completion of the General Plan Update, with emphasis on a sustainable future, should be the highest priority.

•

VCC views the Energy Action Plan as a crucial component in the City's efforts to address the climate crisis, and we look
forward to partnering with the City in the plan's im plementation.

•

With ongoing drought anticipated and the ever-enlarging population of the City, securing more water through the
Vent ura Water Pure program is essential.

•

Since transportation is typically the largest single component of a City's tota l GHG emissions, VCC fully endorses the
focus on: a) Active Transportation; b) Electric Vehicle Blueprint; and c) a Mobility Plan that includes walking, biking and
infrastructure for EV charging (take into account the growing use of E-bikes)
'21-'22 New Goals

•

Water and wastewater rates - With the Water Pure program effectively blending these two programs perhaps it is time

to factor in the degree to which homeowners are putting storm water and gray water from washing machines back into
the ground water basin, and rewarding them for these actions by reducing water and wastewater rates to compensate
them.
•

Municipal Broadband - VCC, like all citizens, have come to rely on high-speed internet to remain engaged in Community

affairs during Covid. We strongly support this goal.
•

Staff reports on Climate Change Mitigation Measures - Given the immediate need to address Climate Change, but not

having an adopted Climate Action Plan or Energy Plan, we recommend the Council direct staff to provide regular
reporting on what progress is being made to reduce GHGs now, and not wait for the related plans to be adopted.
•

Reach Code - Hold hearings on a Reach Code that revises the City Building and Electrical codes to eliminate new gas

connections and establish procedures for replacing exiting gas appliances. Many cities have done this and so could
Ventura. With some 2200 new housing units being built in t he City now, a great opportunity to curtail new GHGs was
missed. Please do not pass up more opportunities to address a major source of GHG emissions.
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•

Daycare -A sustainable community requires social equity and a sound economy. COVID has revealed the link between
people being able to work and the availability of childcare. The City once had afterschool programs through the
Recreation Department which operated until early evening when working parents could collect their kids. The
resumption of such a program would be a boon to the working citizenry and our economy, and be a draw for new
businesses.
'21-'22 Land Use Goals

•

VCC is pleased to see that so many of these important goals were achieved already.

•

Link between new development and infrastructure - With State mandates for more housing and curtailments of the
environmental review process, it is likely that infrastructure needs are being glossed over in the attempt to speed up
permit processing for new development. VCC recommends that "warrants" for infrastructure, such as road
improvements, bicycle connections, parks, etc. be set forth and linked to new development. These assessments would
normally occur as part of the Environmental Review process, but "infill" projects are largely exempt from such
reviews . They should not be able to avoid contributions to necessary improvements in the City.
As you craft your goals for the coming year, no doubt you will feel pulled in myriad directions. All those pulls on your
attention are legitimate, all of them are well intentioned, and all will need funding along with significant amounts of
your "mindshare".
There is one overriding concern that hopefully will inform your goals "lineup." Just as businesses in every sector of the
economy pay the price of ignoring deferred maintenance, our city, state and nation have yielded to the same
temptation. We have ignored this fundamental aspect of good management. Short term thinking is seductive and the
desire to yield to it will be enormous. But please don't.
We are talking about the inescapable reality of our future here in Ventura, and that is this : no matter how many vision
exercises we do that creatively weave our treasured values together into a picture of a preferred future, we will be
slammed by the impacts of climate change even if we take the boldest possible action now.
There have been volumes of research about why we as humans tend to skirt a problem that feels too big to grasp. But
we do that at our peril. Please remember as you work on satisfying multiple colliding special interests that none of it
matters if we can't find a way to identify and act on this goal: Making the health of all people, in harmony with nature,
our top priority.
Your goals are ambitious, comprehensive and for the most part balanced . But this is not business as usual. Swifter, more
aggressive action is required to acknowledge the reality before us .
Thank you for your hard work and thank you in advance for making climate mitigation the city's highest priority.
Sincerely,
Todd Colla rt and Kathleen Wheeler, on behalf of VCC

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
>> Please verify all links and attachments before opening them! <<
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