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AGENDA ITEM 8
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS

Tracy Oehler
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

jake cabfare ·
Wednesday, January 5, 2022 11:59 AM
City Clerk
-EXT- Public Comment - Next City Council Meet ing
Ltr to Cou ncil - Camino Real Park Tennis Courts Upgrad e.docx

Dear Clerk,
Please include this letter to the Council in the next City Council meeting. Thank you.
Scott
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
>> Please verify all links and attachments before opening them! <<
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Ventura Tennis Club

·-·~

Eight Lighted Courts located at Camino Real Park
January 5, 2022

Honorable Council,
We are writing this on behalf of our project team, the Ventura Tennis Club (VTC), and the
citizens of Ventura and its thriving tennis community. The tennis courts at Camino Real Park are
heavily used by local tennis enthusiasts including the Ventura Tennis Club, the US Juniors Tennis
Association, the USTA, the Ojai tennis tournament, the City-sponsored Corporate Games, as
well as providing beginning and intermediate youth/adu lt tennis classes sponsored by the City.
They serve as the sole tennis facility in the City of Ventura and serve as the focal point of
organized and sanctioned tennis activity in the community.
The tennis courts have rapidly deteriorated over time and have now become a safety hazard for
the community. The courts are in such a state of disrepair we strongly encourage the Council to
approve the construction of new tennis courts and consider adding additional courts for
pickleball enthusiasts as well.
COVID-19 has had a direct impact to the condition of the courts. With few other recreational
options in 2020, the pandem ic brought in many new users to the faci lity. And while that is
something to celebrate, it also invited new users who didn' t treat the courts with the care and
respect they require (skateboards, hoverboards, roller skates, etc ...). Due to the condition of
the courts, there are no longer any USTA/USJTA-sanctioned matches played at Camino Real
Park. Both organizations have deemed the courts unsafe. This affects the local players who
reside in Ventura because now we have to identify with another city's tennis courts as our
home court.
The Camino Real Park Tennis courts are in dire need of repair/resurfacing. Additionally, their
cond ition worsens at a greater pace now due to the lack of attention to the deferred
maintenance at the courts.
The rehabilitation of the Camino tenn is court is well overdue and now it has become a safety
hazard. The last full resurfacing occu rred in 1989 while cosmetic repairs were done in 2014 and
began to show cracks almost immediately. Since that time cosmetic repairs have been limited
and have resulted in just being a band-aid for a larger, systemic problem.
Our estimated project cost is between $1 million and $1.5 m illion. We defer to city staff for
more accurate estimates. To save the City's general fund dollars, we strongly request your

Council considers applying the federal funds the City received through the American Recovery
Plan Act (ARPA).
The courts at Camino have stood as a long-time paramount resource and since the pandemic
began, has served as a vital recreational resource for the community. They increasingly become
a stain on the City of Ventura's great reputation for supporting quality community parks
(Westpark, Kimball, Arroyo Verde, etc ... ). Camino Real Park has been overlooked in terms of
improvements to which means this is long overdue. Because of that and limited maintenance,
the wear and tear on the courts has gotten increasingly worse and more dangerous.
We also recognize that there are other tennis courts within the City of Ventura at our local
middle and high schools and junior college. These courts controlled by the school districts are
rented out by a private company for profit. The hourly cost, along with the $50 insurance fee
leaves this option expensive and untenable. Additionally, there isn't an opportunity to schedule
tennis events at these courts such as the USTA Juniors events. Ventura College no longer allows
for public play on their tennis courts since they closed them at the start of the pandemic.
A new vision for the courts is greatly needed. With new courts comes enhanced revenue
opportunities such as an on line reservation system, expansion into pickleball and a new fee
schedule encompassing various types of uses of the court (private instruction, gatherings,
lights, etc ... ). In addition, the Ventura Tennis Club (VTC) has offered to conduct fundraising in
cooperation with the Recreation Foundation, if warranted.
In short, the courts have become a stain on the City of Ventura's reputation and a hazard to the
public. We wish something better for our community, with your support we can make that
happen.
We look forward to a continued dialogue and your Council's consideration on the matter.
For any Questions, the VTC contact is Marv King, kingme419@aol.com. Additional contacts
include Terry Lynch tmlynch2@aol.com, and Scott Powers scott.powers@sbcglobal.net.
Respectfu Ily,

The Fix Camino Courts (FCC) Committee

Attachment 1- Pictures of safety concerns at the tennis courts
Attachment 2- Pre-COVID statistics of tennis court usage by the community

Ventura Tennis Club

Eight Lighted Courts located at Camino Real Park

Attachment 1-A Sample of Tennis Court Conditions

Light Pole Base (COURT 8)

COURT6

COURT 1

COURT 7

COURT 4

COURT 7

Attachment 2 - Camino Real Park Tennis Courts usage - Pre-COVID
I. USTA Teams:

* Winter :12 teams - 46 home matches -194 courts used

* Spring: 13 teams - 54 home matches - 234 courts used

* Summer: 7 teams - 27 home matches - 81 courts used
* Fall: 10 teams - 48 home matches - 144 courts used
Totals for 2017: 42 teams - 175 home matches - 701 courts used

II. Ventura Tennis Club:
* Every Monday night uses 3-4 courts for group tennis. (Doubles= 4 people per court).
* Two Community Tennis Days hosted each year in conjunction with The City of Ventura. Using
all 8 courts all day long.

* Nine to twelve group events throughout the year, usually held once a month using 5-8 courts
for each event.
Ill. Corporate Games: Usually held for one weekend each spring and uses all 8 courts.
IV. Junior Tennis League Tournaments: Facilitated by Nelson Emery each year, using all 8 courts.

Winter, Spring and Summer of 2017 for a total of 5 tournaments over 11 days.
V. The Ojai Tournament: Held each Spring, utilizes Camino Park for 2 days, all 8 courts. A famous local

event that has lasted for well over a century and attracts people from all over the country.
VI. USTA North Area Playoffs: This USTA sponsored event was held at Camino Park for a three day
weekend this summer and brought in hundreds of visitors from all over Southern California who stayed
in local hotels over the weekend, shopped in local stores and ate at our local restaurants.
VII. Teaching Courts for The City of Ventura Beginning and Intermediate Tennis classes: Uses several

courts throughout the week by instructors Nelson Emery and Hoss Salehi.
VIII. Non-Competitive and Recreational Playing: Various groups of players occupy most of the courts

every weeknight Monday-Thursday 6:00 p.m - 10:00 p.m. and during the weekend mornings year round.
These include non-VTC members and non-USTA players who are just looking for some recreational fun
and exercise.

Antoinette Mann
From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

burt handy
Thursday, January 6, 2022 7:02 AM
Council; Alex McIntyre
-EXT- Re new food scraps containers

Honorable Council Members
I had a container left at my front door for food scraps and other biodegradable food.
The container gave information to place t he food scraps in the green waste barrel in a plastic bag.
I have read that t he drivers at Harrison have been getting out and placing the plastic bags in the blue recyclable bin.
I have also seen other pictures of partial plastic bags mixed with green waste.
Question
Why didn't the city work with Harrison to also provide BIODEGRADABLE PLASTIC BAGS with t he containers?
The way t his program was instituted makes one believe the state mandate was not administered very well, and this
process is creating more problems t han it is solving in my humble opinion.
Please give guidance on how to get biodegradable plastic bags (which should be provided by Harrison to eliminate issues
in using the wrong bags) and make this new program work!!!!
Burt Handy

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
>> Please verify all links and attachments before opening them! <<

Ventura, Calif. 93004
January 5, 2022
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SAN BUENAVENitlRA
CITY CLERK'S OFF ICE

ZOZZ JAN IO PM 12:

no

City Hall Clerk
P.O. Box 99
Ventura,Calif 93002
Dear City Hall Clerk and other City Council Members:
Re: Downtown street parking
Recently driving to Downtown Ventura to dine at "Dargan's Irish Pub" I was dismayed to find that no
longer is there any "designated" handicapped parking near the corners of Main Street and Chestnut.
What is the reason for removing these parking spots? Older citizens who have difficulty walking or
standing count on these parking spaces (near to their destination.)
It would be extremely advantageous to set aside these former parking spaces for handicapped folk such
as I am. City Council members could easily "re-assign" these spots.
Thank you.
Respectfully,

.ff'~ ?ff~
David Hugins

AGENDA ITEM 12A
PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS ON
PROPOSED DRAFT COUNCIL REDISTRICTING MAPS;
AND FOR COUNCIL TO PROVIDE DIRECTION ON ANY
DRAFT MAP REVISIONS

Tracy Oehler
tyofventurc1 c:u:;ov

From:

norepl;

Sent:

To:

Monday, January 10, 2022 3: 15 PM
City Clerk

Subject;

-EXT-

ii: Publk Cc nment For 1,

Form Sur

Public Comment Form
[)isclosure:

Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
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Tracy Oehler
From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Lucia Marquez
Monday, January 10, 2022 3:46 PM
City Clerk
Ventura Chamber of Commerce
-EXT- Agenda Item 12.A Public Comment
City of Ventura Redistricting Joint Letter CAUSE_Chamber .pdf

Good afternoon Antonette,
Attached is a comment letter from CAUSE and the Chamber of Commerce for the Redistricting Public Hearing.
I also wanted to point out a possible mistake in the staff report for this agenda item. I was looking at the table with the
statistics for the CAUSE map (pages 15 and 16) and I believe the data was imported correctly, given that the numbers do
not match up with the original map data we submitted. I can give you a call to follow up on this matter, but I wanted to
make sure this mistake can be corrected before tonight's meeting.
Thanks!

Lucia Marquez (She/Ella)

Senior Policy Advocate

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
>> Please verify all links and attachments before opening them! <<
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Dear Mayor Rubalcava and Councilmembers,
Thank you for providing members of the public with the opportunity to engage in Ventura's
redistricting process. With a 20 year track record of advocacy and community engagement
regarding voting rights and redistricting, CAUSE has participated in district mapping efforts at
the city, school board, county, state and federal levels throughout Ventura and Santa Barbara
Counties. We work to ensure fair representation and to provide a political voice for underserved
communities such as people of color, immigrants, renters, working class families, and young
people.
Equally, as the voice of business, the Ventura Chamber of Commerce believes strongly that fair
representation is critical to the health and well-being of our community. We believe that
maintaining the connectivity of our neighborhoods while fostering equity, diversity and inclusion
will create an even more vibrant community for all of us to share. The Chamber and its 700
members representing more than 25,000 employees, remains committed to finding solutions,
building coalitions and collaborating with others in our community whenever possible. We are
pleased to partner with CAUSE on the City of Ventura's Redistricting efforts.
In the City of Ventura's redistricting process, we are particularly focused on ensuring the fair
representation and neighborhood integrity of Ventura's three largest Latino communities: The
Westside, Montalvo, and Saticoy. Our map creates three districts with strong representation for
people of color centered on the Westside, Montalvo, and Saticoy, with 55.07% citizen voting age
population for all minority groups (CVAP) in the Westside district, 47.98% in Saticoy, and
46.81 % in Montalvo. We consider any maps with a total CVAP below these levels to be diluting
the vote of people of color.
We believe our map reflects the ideal district boundaries to ensure fair representation for all
communities, and that provides a voice for thousands of Latino residents, renters, low-income
working class families.

District 1 is the Westside district. The Westside is the heart of Ventura's Latino community,
stretching along Ventura Avenue, with its many small immigrant-owned local businesses. It is
one of the city's oldest communities, historically built along the Ventura River stretching towards
the oilfields and heavy industry in Ventura's early development, lying between scenic hillsides
on either side.
District 2 is the Hillside district. Recovery after the Thomas fire brings this community together.
This district includes key community anchors like the Pacific View Mall, the Ventura Transit
Center, and Ventura County Medical Center and Community Memorial Hospital. The population
is majority homeowners with significant local employment in education, healthcare and retail.
Given the close relationship the Westside and Hillside neighborhoods have with Downtown,
Downtown is now shared between these three districts

District 3 includes the upper Victoria Avenue corridor above Telephone road, including the
Thille Neighborhood and Lemonwood mobile home park. This district includes some of the city's
largest employers, including Ventura College and the Ventura County Government Center.
District 4 is the residential heart of the Eastside, made up of mostly planned subdivisions of
single-family homes. It centers around the Ventura Aquatic Center on Kimball, one of the
largest parks for local families in the city. The population is mostly middle-class homeowner
families who reside in postwar suburban neighborhoods with almost no commercial zoning.
District 5 is the Saticoy district. The Wells Road corridor and Saticoy neighborhood have high
shares of Latino residents and renters, low-income and working class families. It includes a
diverse mix of mobile home parks, high-density apartments, affordable housing complexes and
single family homes. The core of its Latino community is the historic Cabrillo Village, started by
local farmworkers who turned their farm labor camp into a nonprofit housing cooperative. This
Saticoy district captures the growing population on the east side from the newly developed
Parklands Apartments.
District 6 is the lower Victoria Avenue corridor, including the working-class Montalvo
neighborhood. This area is distinct from the rest of the Eastside in that the residents here are
primarily renters, with the city's highest share of multifamily housing. Both the Victoria and
Johnson corridors have the largest shopping centers, business parks and are the economic
engine of the Eastside. It is Ventura's most racially diverse district and has the city's second
largest and growing Latino community as well as its largest Black and Asian/Pacific Islander
populations. While the Westside has more first-generation immigrant families, here a larger
portion of Latino residents are US-born and English-speaking.
District 7 features many of Ventura's historic neighborhoods like Pierpont and Midtown. It has
a wide economic diversity, from beachfront homes to dense apartments. Older architecture and
urban planning create walkable neighborhoods adjacent to downtown and the coast. Coastal
preservation issues play an important role in this area, as well as downtown business and
homelessness issues. Given the close relationship the Westside and the hillside neighborhoods
have with downtown, downtown is now shared between these three districts.
We appreciate your consideration and look forward to continuing to engage in the redistricting
process. Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,
Lucia Marquez
Senior Policy Advocate
CAUSE

Stephanie Caldwell
President & CEO
Ventura Chamber of Commerce

AGENDA ITEM 128
ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT REGULATIONS

Tracy Oehler
From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Matt Bello
Sunday, January 9, 2022 6:37 PM
City Clerk; Jim Friedman; Doug Halter; Jeannette Sanchez-Palacios; Mike Johnson; Lorrie
Brown; Joe Schroeder; Sofia Rubalcava
Andy Heglund
-EXT- 1/10/21: Agenda Item 12B: ADU Ordinance: Small But Significant Change Needed

Dear Councilmembers,
I am happy to see that we are finally adopting an ordina nce to update our Accessory Dwelling Unit regulations. That
said, I do believe our ordinance could be slightly altered to further incentivize Ventura homeowners t o build the socalled "m issing middle" housing t hat so many young and working Venturans direly need.
One of the most exciting aspects of ou r new ordinance is the adoption of Junior Accessory Dwelling Units. This option
will allow Ventura homeowners to take up 500 square feet of t heir existing single-family home to creat e anot her
permanent un it within the home that wou ld include a small kitchenett e(essentially a sink and count ertop), separate
entrance, and bathroom. This type of unit will be the most affo rdable method to create more modest dwelling units in
our communities. Yet, there is one catch: as the ord inance is currently written, the owner-occupancy requirement is too
stringent.
A modest Ventura homeowner could spend tens of thousands of dollars to create a Junior ADU but he or she has no
opportun ity to ensure t his unit will eventually become permanent. Our proposed o rdinance says that owner-occupa ncy
is always required, not initially required with a certain number of yea rs of owner occupancy before the unit becomes
permanent. The proposed ordinance only excludes the owner-occupancy requirement for military deployment or
hospitalizat ion. This is far from adequate. This means if an owner has to move to take ca re of a sick family member,
move to be closer to his o r her children or grandchildren, or his or her job location changes, he or she would have to sell
the property, demolish the Junior AD U, or simply leave the unit vacant. This seems like an unreasonable burden to put
on the Ventura homeowners that should be encouraged to build more affordable housing options for our yo ung and
working Venturans. I believe very few homeowners will pursue investing tens of thousands of dollars to develop a
Junior ADU if t here is not an o ption to eventually make the unit permanent.
On another note, the City of Oxnard is allowing Junior ADUs to be developed without the owner-occupancy requirement
by referencing Senate Bill 13 that excludes owner-occupancy requirements for ADUs until 2025. At the recent City of
Ventura Planning Commission meeting, I shared my conceerns and reviewed Oxnard approach to JADUs with the
com missioners and Interim City Attorney. Mr. Heglund responded to my concerns stating, "You have correctly identified
what appears to be an inconsistency in t he law. But it is our interpretation of the statute (including SB 13) that the
section you cited refers to traditional ADUs, not JADUs. Hence, the City may not require owner occupancy for ADUs but
may require owner-occupancy for JADUs(emphasis added). The City's proposed ordinance does require owner
occupancy for either a JADU or the primary dwelling." Hence, M r. Heglund appears to be allowing t he Council the space
t o determine whether owner occupancy should be required for Ju nior ADUs.
I hope the City Council reviews Oxnard's ADU ordinance to see their interpretation of SB 13 and consults wit h the
Interim City Attorney tomorrow to see if this is an option for Vent ura given the inconsistency and ambiguity of the law.
further hope the Council decides to change the ADU ordinance t o requ ire only initial owner occupancy to allow these
units to become permanent after a council-determined number of yea rs. This w ill make Junior ADUs a practical and
sound investment for Venturans, encourage the development of affordable housing for young and working Venturans,
and directly bring increased renta l income into the pockets of consumers in our local economy.

Thank you so much for your time and consideration of this small but significant change to our ordinance.

Best Regards,

Matt Bello
Ventura Resident

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
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