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AGENDA ITEM 128
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW STREAMLINING PACKAGE CONSIDERATION OF AN ORDINANCE

Antoinette Mann
From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Carl Morehouse
Monday, December 6, 2021 4:06 PM
Council
Antoinette Mann; Alex McIntyre; Greg ory Diaz; Peter Gilli
-EXT- Tonight's Streamlining Consideration

Dear Mayor and Council:
I have already sent you my thoughts on streamlining in a letter to you on November 11,
2021. I just want to follow up with a couple of additional comments.
I already underscored the importance of establishing stronger architectural guidelines for
distinct neighborhoods. I firmly believe that will give guidance to the DRC and staff, and help
blunt some of the criticism that emerges in the form of NIMBYISM. There is a strong visceral
reaction to change when it is dramatic. Besides, architectural uniformity helps establish a
sense of "place". If there is a move toward ministerial approvals, then everyone should know
what to expect architecturally in those well-defined neighborhoods.
Second; to expedite the historic review process, there should be a complete and thorough
inventory of known and potential historic resources. Yes, history is a moving timeline and so
some things become even modern history, but meeting the State and Federal historic
requirements gives the City the beginning point, and having a complete listing of the resources
should save some time in making an initial determination. I thought we had started this
process many years ago, but I don't believe it was ever completed. In order to fund such an
undertaking and finding either staff or consultants to do the work, perhaps either a small addon fee should be put on permits, similar as is done with the General Plan, or a Federal or State
grant should be pursued to help offset the costs. Finally, on this note and as part of the
resource inventory, the City should, perhaps in conjunction with the County, try and identify
all known sites of Native American importance to avoid potential conflicts down the line.
Third, while the Community Development Department, Planning Division gets the brunt of the
blame, I can tell you as a former Permit Planner, the Planners are at the mercy of the other
departments on which they rely for additional information. If there is not adequate and clear
feedback from, say Public Works, Fire, Police or the City Attorney, then the Planner is not to
blame. And, this is especially true in the case of restaurants and other food and alcohol
establishments. Reliance upon the County Environmental Health Division can often be a huge
hang up. It's important that there be clear lines of communication between all departments
and ways to resolve those impasses if they occur.
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And, finally, having well trained staff, and some institutional memory is of value. If all staff is
new and hasn't fully learned the codes, there are lots of opportunities for misinterpretations
or the provision of wrong information to the applicant or to the public. Simply changing the
steps and batting order is not a panacea. There are many moving parts, involving human
decisions, in the review process.
I am supportive of your efforts to streamline. Especially as it relates to housing for the most
vulnerable parts of our population and emerging small businesses. Your decisions will not be
easy. But please keep these things in mind as you wrestle with this issue.
Yours in good Planning,
Carl E Morehouse, FAICP

Sent from Mail for Windows

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
>> Please verify all links and attachments before opening them! <<
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Tracy Oehler
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Leanne
Monday, December 6, 2021 4:07 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- Agenda item 128: Vote NO on t he PSO!

Dear Mayor & City Council Members,
I am writing to you today to urge you to vote NO on the Permanent Streamlining Ordinance (PSO). I am
extremely concerned about the impact passing such an ordinance will have on Ventura.
My husband and I recently relocated to Ventura from Los Angeles, in part due to the steady destruction of what
made our old neighborhood so wonderful. Large developments -most of which are being built with so many
approved height and density variances it's disturbing-blocking views, creating traffic and parking nightmares,
and raising serious questions as historic neighborhoods are being torn down to make way for them. I can't help
but feel this is what will befall Ventura if this passes. It doesn't have to happen.
This PSO is a prime way to put too much power in the hands of too few. It's a boon for developers if you pass
it. .. and a sad tragedy for those who actually live in the community and must deal with the negative
consequences.
Please VOTE NO on the PSO.
Thank you,
Leanne Wood
Ventura 93001
Sent from my iPhone
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
>> Please verify all links and attachments before opening them! <<

Tracy Oehler
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Chris Rom
Monday, December 6, 2021 4:16 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- Please vote NO on the streamlining ordinance

Dear Madam Mayor and City Council ,
Please vote NO on the streamlining ordinance under consideration 12/6/21 and 12/13/21. The proposed
ordinance does not address the development of objective design guidelines, which was the most important
aspect of the Matrix Report. This ordinance instead makes sweeping changes to every aspect of development
in our city which does not support the goals of transparency and objective decision making. Design Review,
Historical Preservation, and Planning Commission all provide important opportunities for public involvement
and comment. Clearly the process can be improved. Process streamlining should be considered only when a
building plan and guidelines are in place: the appropriate tools to ensure consistency in priorities and citizen
opportunity to provide input. Concentrating so much discretionary authority in one office puts the character
and desirability of our town at great risk. Examples include the electronic Auto Center Billboard and the
proposed 50 foot tower high-density complex on Seaward and Harbor. Please vote NO on the PSO and allow
Ventura to move forward into the future as the beautiful beach town desired by both residents and visitors.
Christopher D. Rom , MD
Ventura, CA
93001
Sent from my iPhone
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
>> Please verify all links and attachments before opening them! <<
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Antoinette Mann
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Jasch Janowicz <
Monday, December 6, 2021 4:20 PM
Council
-EXT- Agenda Item 12B - Streamlining Ordinance
Agenda Item 12B_ Daly Group Comment Letter.pdf

Dear Ventura City Council,
M y comment letter on the above-referenced agenda item is attached.
Regards,

Jasch Janowicz

DALYGROUP INC.
Ventura, CA 93001

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. >> Please verify all
links and attachments before opening them!<<
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DA

Daly Group Inc.

Ly

Ventura, CA 93001

DECEMBER 6, 2021
City of Ventura City Council
501 Poli Street
Ventura, CA 93001
Transmitted via e-mail on 12/6/2021
Re: Agenda Item No. 12B - Development Review Streamlining Ordinance
Greetings Councilmembers, City of Ventura Staff, and Members of Public,
I am grateful for the opportunity to provide my comments on the above-referenced City Council Agenda item. My
comments are coming from the perspective of a business owner/operator, as Daly Group is a rea l estate
development group specializing in general construction, multi-family housing development, and property
management. Our office is located on Kalorama Street, within the Front Street district of Ventura.
Our group has been working with City of Ventura Staff and decision makers since t he early 2000's. We were involved
in the 2005 General Plan Updat e and we participated in the City's Specific Plan/Community Plan efforts for
Downtown Vent ura, Ventura Avenue, and the Saticoy and Wells Community Plan. All of these plans had lofty goals
and were consistent with t he County's Save Open Space and Agricultural Resources policies on in-fill development.
However, the plan policies in combination with a lack of a clear and consistent development review process have
done very little to help solve some of Ventura's key challenges, namely: {l) too much un-affordable housing, (2)
insufficient revenue to fund City's services and infrastructure repair, (3) lack of investment within the City's
downtown, west-side and mid-town areas, and (4) insufficient growth of high paying jobs.
The Matrix Report , (which was commissioned by the City Council years ago), clearly identified past development
review practices and timeframes as unacceptable, with many review timeframes taking a decade or more. In fact,
Daly Group's average approval timeframe for projects we have been involved in has been approximately 5 years!
This is not for green-field development projects converting agricultural land, this is even for projects th at are 100%
in-fill, mixed use, and consistent with t he underlying Specific Plan! When you consider this type of project approval
uncertainty, the high price of land in Ventura, and the significant development review fees, it is no surprise t hat
housing costs con tinue to rise faster than local wages, older buildings continue to decline due to stifled reinvestment
activity, and tourism remains low compared to other coastal California Cities.
But t here is hope! We urge the Ci ty Council to permanently adopt the Streamlining Ordinance, which was based on
the unanimously approved recommendations contained in t he Matrix Report. It has proven to be an effective tool
for streamlining development review while at t he same time maintaining high quality project design in keeping with
the surrounding neighborhoods. It is time to trust your City Staff and their ability to interpret the City's ordinances
and codes and to ensure a proj ect's consistency with State law.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jasch Janowicz
Daly Group, Inc.

Tracy Oehler
From:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Monday, December 6, 202 1 4:32 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Public Comment Form
Disclosure:
Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Submission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. If subm;fting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered part of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
below to ensure your comment is emailed to the·correct body.
Name

Judith Bosman

Address
Phone Num ber
Email Address
Select Legislative/Hearing
Body

City Council

Meet ing Dat e

12/6/2021

Select a Topic:

Public Comments

Recommendation

Against Recommendation

Written Comments

Don't make it harder for residents to improve/change their
properties to make room for aging parents or children who are
unable to fly. However, my request does not allow for
restrictions on residential improvements to allow for rental
improvements.

Upload Files

Field not completed.

Tracy Oehler
From:

JANE GOODALL

Sent:

Monday, December 6, 2021 4:37 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- Agend Item 12B, Opposition to Permanent Streamlining Ordinance (PSO)

To:
Subject:

Dear Ms. Mayor and City Council Members:
Please vote NO to the permanent stream lining ordinance (PSO). I am writing to voice my concern regarding
the PSO and its potential negative impact on the future of the city of Ventura . As a homeowner and an owner
of rental property in Ventura, I am concerned with the current trend toward dense housing and a relatively
hodgepodge esthetic to our city. All citizens benefit from living in an attractive, desirable community, which
benefits also from tourism.
We run a great risk of destroying this with the PSO. While I understand the need to balance timely approvals
with builders' proposals, this should not be without thorough review and adherence to guidelines set forth by an
overall city plan that takes into consideration the city's vision for the future. Our neighboring city to the north,
Santa Barbara, has long held planning approvals in check because of their overall high standards and
historically significant plans for the community. While tedious, the end results not only beautify the city and
protect its value, but also consider the everyday impact on the streets, neighborhoods, and residents. It is my
understanding that there are currently inadequate guidelines and building protocols in place to ensure our
town's beauty as we grow into the future.
If the lay person were to be asked what Ventura's current vision for the future is, one might assume it's a
concentration on large scale projects that provide high density living, since everywhere you look, that's what
we see. Additionally, our beach town has before it a proposal on Seaward Avenue and Harbor Boulevard that
includes high density housing with minimal green space, and a 50-foot tower. This would severely impact both
beach and mountain views and degrade the character of Pierpont neighborhood for residents and
visitors. There seem to be no view restrictions or height restrictions that would guide planning decision
makers.
As our city's planning leaders, I ask you to gather input from citizens and develop a clear vision for the
city. Building guidelines to help will help us get there can be established as a follow up to knowing how we will
fulfill that vision. Our city's future landscape and desirability is in your hands. Please do not make implement
the PSO. At a minimum, we need the discussion and thoughtfulness required by the Design Review, Planning
Commission, and Historical Preservation committees until guidelines are in place. Such oversight could have
helped to mitigate the recent eyesore of the huge electronic billboard near the auto center.
I join other concerned citizens when I say, "Too much is at stake: Let's move our town into the future to be a
more beautiful place to live instead of dooming it to the almighty dollar. Without guidelines to ensure that our
town retains its delightful historic small-town beach feeling, the PSO with its streamlining building permits, puts
too much power in the hands of too few, potentially ruining it for everyone.
Respectfully,

Jane & Steve Goodall
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Tracy Oehler
From:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Monday, December 6, 2021 4:53 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Public Comment Form
Disclosure:
Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Submission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. If submitting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered part of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
below to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.
Name

Charles Cohen

Address

Westlake Village CA 91361

Phone Number
Email Add ress
Select Legislative/Hearing
Body

City Council

Meeting Dat e

12/6/2021

Select a Topic:

Agenda Item Number/Topic

Agenda Item Number/Topic

Streamline ordinance

Recommendation

Support Recommendation

Written Comments

Field not completed.

Upload Files

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Tracy Oehler
Christine Imgrund ·
_
Monday, December 6, 2021 5:02 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- NO to the permanent streamlining ordinance

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Dear Ms. Mayor and Cit y Council Members:
Please vot e NO to t he permanent st reamlining ordinance (PSO). I would like to voice my extrem e concern regarding the
PSO and t he potential negat ive impact of this measure for the future of our lovely San Buenaventura community. Our
town is at a crossroads. The downtown area is much more beaut iful now t han when I began my career here in 1992. All
citizens benefit from living in an attract ive, desirable community, which benefits also from tourism.
Christine M Imgrund
Ventura, CA 93003

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
>> Please verify all links and attachments before opening them! <<
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Tracy Oehler
From:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Monday, December 6, 2021 5:19 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form

Sent:

To:
Subject:

Public Comment Form
Disclosure:
Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Submission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. If submitting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered part of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
betow to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.
Name

Tom Waller

Address
Phone Number
Email Address
Select Legislative/Hearing
Body

City Council

Meeting Date

12/6/2021

Select a Topic:

Field not completed.

Recommendation

Against Recommendation

Written Ce>mments

Oppose Agenda Item 12B, Streamlining Ordinance

Upload Files

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
>> Please verify all links and attachments before opening them! <<
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Tracy Oehler
From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Paul Godeck
Tuesday, December 7, 2021 7:28 AM
City Clerk
Sofia Rubalcava
-EXT- Last nights City Council Meeting

Good morning,
I am disappointed in the fact that I sent in a request to speak last night, joined the Webex meeting, waited the
five hours to speak and was not given the opportunity to do so. The chat feature was disabled for me and I
could not get through. While the information was well presented, I am requesting you please take the same 18
months it took to put together the Matrix to review it and continue to have the Design Review Committee, the
Historical Planning Commission, and the Planning Commission involved in your process.
Also the need for story poles is essential. I have worked in the electrical utilities field for 36 plus years and
have seen several other cities utilizing them. They are much more effective than a 3D rendering. We have
been in a severe drought for several years and we continue to build while we don't have the water to do so. We
as residents have for the last five or more years have reduced our water use to avoid a critical water shortage
for our city!

Sincerely,
Paul Godeck
Sent from my iPhone
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
>> Please verify all links and attachments before opening them! <<
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