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AGENDA ITEM 8

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS

Antoinette Mann
From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Samantha Cade-Mnisi
Friday, October 1, 2021 9:31 AM
Matt.LaVere@ventura.org
City Clerk; Police Chief; surjvc@gmail.com
-EXT- Denounce Hate Crimes & White Supremacy Activity in Ventura County

Letter to City Council and Board ofSupervisors by:
Samantha Cade-Mnisi
Camarillo, CA 93012
1.

October 2021

Re: White supremacist activity in Ventura (non-agenda comment: item 7)

Dear Supervisor LaVere, Councilmembers, and ChiefSchindlerMy name is Samantha Cade-Mnisi and I am a member of the Ventura County Chapter of SURJ (Showing Up
for Racial Justice). residing in Camarillo.
I am writing today to ask for your assistance in addressing a serious problem in our
community: the proliferation of white supremacist literature, public postings, and recruitment
by local neo-Nazi gangs. Specifically, I am concerned about the large number of White Lives Matter and
Ashli Babbit: Say Her Name and other racist signs posted in Ventura, as well as recent reports that confirm the

ongoing recruiting of young, White people for local neo-Nazi gangs in the city.

White Lives Matter is a white supremacist phrase 1 and has no place in a community that values everyone.
White supremacist and neo-Nazi groups use these posters to recruit and spread their messages of hate. It
creates an unsafe environment for people who identify as Black, Indigenous, Latinx, MPI, LGBTQIA, for other
communities and people of color, as well as Jevvish people and other religious minorities. We should not
and will not tolerate it. As the numbers of these hate groups rise, violence escalates and no one is safe ...
There has also been reports of recent graffiti of swastikas in Ojai, and of a lynching in Simi Valley.
This issue is very important to me, because the love of my life - my gentle, kind, and hard-working husband - is
a Black man. While we have navigated overt racism within the county, especially several racial slurs hurled
towards my husband that took/take place in our own city ofCamarillo, we are gravely concerned that our
future, mixed/Black-passing children will also be the recipients of hateful words and actions by those who are
indoctrinated 1Nith this harmful ideology. Although we love what Ventura County offers, in terms of
weather/ethnic diversity/outdoor activities/etc., we are highly considering relocation in order to mitigate risk
of psychological and physical violence upon our growing family. If you were to be in my shoes (assuming that
you all have families or people that you love), you would hopefully~ and most-likely~ consider the same.

To hear of the rise of recruiting efforts by neo-Nazi groups is very alarming. This must not be
tolerated or allowed to continue. Over 3 years ago, Showing Up for Racial Justice Ventura County became
involved with Cal State University at Channel Islands as they worked to combat recruiting efforts by these
white nationalist organizations/gangs on-campus. Prior to the pandemic, we received threats to disrupt our
SURJ meetings as we addressed issues of injustice. As you know, these hate groups replicate the messages of
hate and harm targeted at all those who are not "Aryan". This was a successful strategy that ended in the
persecution and death of over 11 million people in Germany during the Holocaust. We cannot let that play

out again.
1

White nationalists, those who support white supremacy and/or often identify as neo-Nazis, are gangs. These
posters are graffiti. Therefore, I am copying this letter to the VPD police chief to alert the gang

suppression unit of the Ventura Police Department to 1nake them aware of this heavy white
supremacist activity and increase in our community.
I am asking you, as our elected and appointed officials, to use every tool at your disposal to stop
the proliferation of these hateful 1nessages. I demand that city and police officials:

•

•
•

Publicly acknowledge that this is a threat to the well being of our entire community

•

•
•
•

Denounce the efforts of white supremacists

•
•
•
•
•

Educate the public about neo-Nazi gang recruitment and the dangers of white nationalism
and white supremacist language

•
•

•
•

Confirm the City and County of Ventura's commitment to racial justice

•
•
•
•
•

Enlist the Gang Suppression Unit oflocal law enforcement to end open recruitment
in our communities by neo-Nazi gangs

•
Thank you for your attention to this important matter, one ,,vhich affects the well-being and safety of our
community and all of its members.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Samantha Cade-llfnisi (she/her)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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Antoinette Mann
From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Thu rsday, September 30, 2021 9:09 AM
City Clerk; City Manager
kdmven@earthlink.net
-EXT- FW: Rent Control Editorial Orange County Register 9/30/21
Rent Control, Santa Ana law will decimate rental market - Orange County Register.pdf

Please forward this to the City Council members.
The Orange County Register on Rent Control.
After observing rent control's results in Stockholm, Swedish economist Assar Lindbeck famously
said, "In many cases rent control appears to be the most efficient technique presently known to
destroy a city- except for bombing. "

Kioren Moss, MAI
Moss & Associates, Real Estate Appraisers & Advisors
Ventura, Calif. 93003-3319

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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9/30/21, 8:51 AM

Santa Ana law will decimate rental market - Orange County Reg ister

SUBSCRIBER ONLY

OPINIO N

Santa Ana law will decimate rental market

City of Santa Ana mayor Vicente Samienlo speaks on the new public awareness campaign ror pandemic safety measures during a press
conference at Ctty Hall In Santa Ana on Thursday, December 17, 2020. (Photo by Kyusung Gong/Contributing Photographer)

By THE EDITORIAL BOARD

I opinion@scng.com I

PUBLISHED: September 29, 202 1 at 1:52 p.m.

I UPDATED: Septem ber 29, 202 1 at 2:00 p.m,

More than half of Santa Ana residents are renters and there's no question that many are struggling amidst coronavirus-related work
shutdowns, rising rents and a lack of available properties. Instead of doing something that might help, City Cou ncil approved a plan last
week that will make matters worse.
The council voted 4-3 to approve a strict rent-control law that imposes 3 percent annual caps on rent increases (or 80 percent of inOation)
for older buildings and mobile-home parks, and limits landlords' ability to evict tenants. The plan also funnels public dollars to an
·eviction defense fund." according to a Register report. ft comes back for a final vote next month.
As the old economics saying goes, you get more of whatever you subsidize and less of whatever you tax (or punish through regulation).

By pu nish ing companies that provide apartments and rental houses, the city will get see its rental stock dry up - something that will only
_ __

.... ... . . .

..i.. .
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https://www.ocreg ister. com/2021/09/29/santa-an a-law-will-decimate-rental-market/
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Santa Ana law will decimate rental market - Orange County Register

With th ese price controls, fewer landlords will Invest in housing and many will sell their properties for other uses (e.g., owner-occupied
houses and condominiums). They will be less apt to upgrade older buildings and make necessary repairs. Misbehaving tenants will more
easily evade eviction, which harms the city's neighborhoods.
That's not conjecture, but Is based on empirical evidence. After observing rent control's results in Stockholm. Swedish economist Assar
Lindbeck famously said, "In many cases rent control appears to be the most efficient technique presendy known to destroy a city - except
for bombing."
The council meeting was understandably contentious. Fortunately, three council members - Phil Becerra, David Penaloza and Nelida
Mendoza - opposed the law, which meant it couldn't be implemented immediately as an emergency measure. That provides several
months for the city to craft the details of a rent-<:ontrol board.
California already passed statewide rent-control regulations, but the council majority- Mayor Vicente Sarmiento, Thal Viet Phan, Jessie
Lopez and Johnathan Hernandez - seemed more Interested in grandstanding than problem-solving. At least we know whom to blame
when worsening shortages lead to longer waiting lists and eroded neighborhoods.

Newsroom Guidelines

News Tips
C0<1t>c1 Us
Report an Error

(!] Tl>•lrllll PrO)ett
Get out of your bubble.

Sign up for our Opinionist newsletter to get informed commentary.
Enter your email to subscribe
SUBSCRIBE

Tags: Editorials

The Editorial Board

The editorial board and opinion section staff are Independent of the news-gathering side or our organization. Through our staffwritten editorials, we take positions on important issues affecting our readership, from pension reform to protecting our region's
unique natural resources to transportation. The editorials are unsigned because, while wri tten by one or more members of our sta ff,
they represent the point of view of our news organization's management. In order to take informed positions, we meet frequently with
government, commun ity and business leaders on important Issues affecting our cities, region and state. During elections, we meet
with candidates for office and the proponents and opponents of ballot Initiatives and then make recom mendations to voters.
opinion@scng.com
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Light up the night with an unbeatable lineup of
entertainment.
By Visit Anaheim

,JJlight up the night with an unbeatable lineup of entertainment.

https://www.ocregister.com/2021/09/29/santa-ana-law-will-decimate-rental-markeV
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Antoinette Mann
From:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Friday, October 1, 2021 12:42 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Public Comment Form
Disclosure:
Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Submission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. If submitting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered part of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
below to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.
Name

SHEILA IKEDA

Address

VENTURA CA 93001

Phone Number
Email Address
Select Legislative/Hearing

City Council

Body
Meeting Date

10/4/2021

Select a Topic:

Public Comments

Recommendation

Field not completed.

Written Comments

Hi! MY NAME IS SHEILA IKEDA, IM THE OWNER OF THE
PROPERTY ON 1203 & 1205 E THOMPSON BLVD. THE
ABANDANT PROPERTY BEHIND ME 264-278 S HEMLOCK
ST HAS BEEN A NIGHTMARE .IN JUNE 2021 I LEASE THE
BACK FOR AUTO REPAIR, MY TENEANTS CANT EVEN
OPEN THER GATES THERE FLOODED WITH HOMELESS
PEOPLE ENTERING THE PROPERTY FOR MONEY THEY
ARE ALSO FEARFUL FOR THERE SAFETY. THE FRONT

l

LOT WAS LEASED OUT IN APRIL 2021 THERE HAS BEEN
MANY INCIDENTS OF VANDELISM. ONE WAS SLICING THE
TIRES ON A RV FOR SALE WHICH A ARREST WAS MADE.
THE BUILDING HAS BEEN TAGGED 3 TIMES. IVE BEEN
FIGHTING WITH THE CITY AND OWNER TO TEAR IT
DOWN . SO FAR THE CITY DID MAKE THE OWNER CLEAR
OUT ALL THE TRASH AND REFENCE THE PROPERTY. MY
TENANTS DESERVE A SAFE PLACE TO WORK. BESIDES
BEING A EYESORE TO THE PUBLIC AND MY PROPERTY
IT'S AFFECTING T HERE BUSINESS. IF I LOSE THESE
TENENTS BECAUSE OF THIS, THERE WILL BE A LAWSUIT
!!! ALSO THE SANTA PAULA POLICE DEPT USES THE
PROPERTY FOR TRAINING.

Upload Files

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View il in your browser.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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Antoinette Mann
From:

Sent:

LIZ CA M POS
Monday, October 11, 2021 2:25 PM

To:

Coundl

Subject:

- EXT- Treating people with dignity

Dear Council members:
I dropped by the Avenue Adult Center today to get information for a
community council email. While I was there I witnessed a car with two
men enter the parking lot and begin doing drug deals with outsiders
walking up to make purchases.
The current security guard wasnt assertive enough to tell them to leave
and went inside.
As I sat in front watching, the new adult center employee "Tom" came
outside and I attempted to ask him to stop so I could ask him to tell the
car to leave. I did not get the words out because he rushed to his car and
left, treating me as if I dont exist.
I've heard from other seniors that he doesnt seem to care about them
but I was clearly not stopping him to chat.
Since he left without acknowleging me, I called inside for Cheryl. She
came outside and sat with me and saw what was going on, then called
the security to order the car to leave. The security, although hesitant for
some reason, did tell them to go and the dealers drove out of the parking
with their customers following along on foot.
May I suggest that you 1) talk to Tom about his lack of customer service
skills, and 2) hire a capable security guard . The guard who was at the
senior center today was lazy and not interested. Cheryl had to insist he
tell the car and dealers to go, because he said they "will finish soon" .
Thank you for taking action in this regard. Staff who work with seniors
should at the very least be customer service oriented and responsive.
And why have security who are afraid to keep the seniors secure?
1

Before and during the covid shut down Cheryl Bucklin let every senior
entering the building feel welcome with a cheerful greeting and the then
security guard was watchful of the entire community, kind and protective
of the seniors and staff alike.
Just because Suz Montgomery is preparing to meet her maker is not a
reason to stop caring for the aging population. You will be joining it soon
enough.
Liz Campos
Westside Community Council
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura . Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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AGENDA ITEM 12A
1429 POLI STREET HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE (PROJ 15119)

l2A-

Tracy Oehler
From:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Thursday, October 7, 2021 2:25 PM
City Clerk
- EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Public Comment Form
D isclosure :

Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Submission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. If submitting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered part of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
below to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.
Name

Alison Lucking

Address

Ventura CA 93003

Phone Number
Email Address
Select Legislative/Hearing

City Council

Body
Meeting Date

10/11/2021

Select a Topic:

Agenda Item Numberrropic

Agenda Item Number/Topic

1429 Poli

Recommendation

Field not completed.

Written Comments

In regards to the house at 1429 Poli, I ask that City Council
members please consider NOT allowing this historical house to
be demolished . Ventura is unique, and the city has taken pride
in it's history. I've lived here my entire life-10 of those years at
the Hobart/Barr/Lucking house- and I have great respect for the
hard work done by the city and the Historical Preservation

1

Society in preserving history for residents and visitors alike. I
also understand what it is like to be a part of that history-so
many people have enjoyed, do enjoy, and w ill enjoy the
restoration my parents were able to do on Ash St-these things
are what help Ventura stay unique. I have seen Ventura grow,
most recently the apartment growth on empty plots of
land ... but the land on 1429 Poli isn't empty. Please let this
house and it's accompanying land suNive another 100 years. It
can be restored and enjoyed by someone who appreciates it!
This house IS a part of Ventura. Thank you for your
consideration.
Upload Files

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? \/lew it [n your browser.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Tracy Oehler
From:
Sent:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Thursday, October 7, 202 1 9:43 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form

To:

Subject:

Public Comment Form
D isclos ure :

Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted on!ine, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Subm ission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. ff submitting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered part of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
below to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.

Name

KAREN TAMANG

Address
Phone Number

Email Address
Select Legislative/Hearing
Body

City Council

Meeting Date

10/11/2021

Select a Topic:

Agenda Item Number/Topic

Agenda Item Number/Topic

12A 1429 Poli Street Historic Significance (PROJ 15119)

Recommendation

Support Recommendation

Written Comments

Supporting a recommendation to give the property Historic
Designation. I have lived here for 30 years and watched the
history of Ventura slowly fall under the blade of developers.
Many years ago, I attempted to create the Triangle Park
historic district and was beaten back by neighbors who wanted
to develop their properties. I had no City support. If the City

1

doesn't step up and take a stand, the money from developers
will win and create a bland, beige, overbuilt city. Please don't
let this happen - once demolished, it can't be brought back. Be
creative in dealing with developers, keeping our small-town ,
agri-beach feel. Thank you.
Upload Files

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

2

12.A

Tracy Oehler
From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Daryl Stewart
Friday, October 8, 2021 7:52 AM
City Clerk
-EXT- 1429 Poli

I lived in a condo on Inspiration Way for two years before moving into senior only housing. I always enjoyed seeing this
home as it brought back images of our history. I could imagine someone like Truman waving to the people from its
porch. I think it would be a shame to lose this home, especially with all the development and increased traffic that is
changing the character of the city. Please do not allow its destruction.
Sent from Mail for Windows

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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Tracy Oehler
From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mike Johnson
Friday, October 8, 2021 1:35 PM
City Clerk
FW: -EXT- 1429 Poli House Monday's Council Meeting

From: Marilyn Kellar,
Date: Friday, October 8, 2021 at 1:34 PM
To: Sofia Rubalcava <srubalcava@cityofventura.ca.gov>, Joe Schroeder <jschroeder@cityofventura.ca.gov>,
Lorrie Brown <lbrown@cityofventura.ca.gov>, Jim Friedman <jfriedman@cityofventura.ca.gov>, Doug H~lter
<dhalter@cityofventura.ca.gov>, Mike Johnson <mike.johnson@cityofventura.ca.gov>,
"jpalaclos@cityofventura.ca.gov" <jpalaclos@cityofventura.ca.gov>
Subject: -EXT- 1429 Poli House Monday's Council Meeting
Dear Honorable Mayor and Coucilmembers :
I'm writing to ask that you please deem this property to be historically significant -- to spare the property!
I tota lly concur with the email that Stephen Schafer sent you to back up t he significance of this property to save it!
As a life-long Venturan -- (a "senior") it is VERY IMPORTANT to save the character, and integrity of buildings that make
up the identit y of neighborhoods, and our City as a whole!
Please keep respecting and honoring those who love our City so much to devote time and vigilance, to help maintain its
precious identity.
Sincerely,
Marilyn Kellar
Ventura, CA 93003-3123

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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Tracy Oehler
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Mike Johnson
Saturday, October 9, 2021 5:46 PM
City Clerk
FW: -EXT- Mike Johnson District 3 1429 Poll

From: shanna taylor
Date: Saturday, October 9, 2021 at 5:39 PM
To: Mike Johnson <mike.johnson@cityofventura.ca.gov>
Cc: "shannashanashanna@hotmail.com " <shannashanashanna@hotmail.com>
Subject: -EXT- Mike Johnson District 3 1429 Poli
Mike,
My husband and I have owned the 106-year-old Sheridan House, halfway between City Hall and Cemetery
Memorial Park for 20 years. It has a story similar to the one we are exploring Monday night at City Council. It
was named a historic landmark just before development of a townhome complex on the surrounding property.
The HPC and the City of Ventura literally saved the home, well at least most of it.
Unfortunately, the Sheridan House had many parts demolished and many alterations made while it was
owned by the developer during the time the complex was built. And the historic Sheridan Home
remains a part of the Townhome HOA to this day.
Informed with the knowledge of the past, you can do a better job for Ventura with the 1429 Poli property.
The HPC has deemed 1429 Poli historic and eligible for local Ventura landmark status. The city council can
now move forward to preserve this126-year-old home.

•

The fact that alternations were made over the years does not make it ineligible for historic
status in Ventura. Our home, had significant alternations by the Sheridans, including a
sun room in the front of the house - viewable to the street.

•

Issues such as mold, leaks, sloped floors, termites, rot and lead paint do not impact historic
integrity. Our historic home had most of these issue. Many are addressed in our Mills Act
Plan.

•

Ventura has done well at preserving the homes of our elite founders. Are these the only homes
to preserve? There are few 126-year-old houses left in Ventura.

•

This property is large enough and the alley access is flexible enough to accommodate added
density as well as preserving the home on the site.

I propose that if you save the home and develop a portion of the property, you start by creating one lot for the
development and a separate lot with the house and a surrounding yard and some off-street parking that
doesn't impact the view of the home from Poli.

•
•

Please do not tie the historic home to the development during construction.
The HPC should be involved in any requests to demolish any portion of any structures on the
property.

In the case of the Sheridan House, the developer first wanted to destroy the home. The city said no. They
then wanted to move the home. The city said no. They then proposed one development with 17 new
townhomes and 3 existing houses, with one house destroyed. They went back and forth on access.

•

Ultimately, the 17 townhomes and the 3 houses, including the one historically
designated home became part of the town home HOA.

•

The recently saved Sheridan House had many parts demolished and many alterations
made while it was owned by the developer during the time the complex was built.

You can do better on this one. Thank you for considering my recommendations. I appreciate the city's
commitment to historic preservation. Please reply to my email to let me know your thoughts on the matter.

Shanna Wasson Taylor

Sent from Mail for Windows

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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Tracy Oehler
From:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Sunday, October 10, 2021 11:20 AM
City Clerk
-EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Public Comment Form
Disclosure:
Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Submission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. If submitting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered part of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
below to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.
Name

Amy Cherrie

Address

Ventura, CA 93001

Phone Number
Email Address
Select Legislative/Hearing

City Council

Body
Meeting Date

10/11 /2021

Select a Topic:

Agenda Item Number/Topic

Agenda Item Number/Topic

Items 12A and 13A

Recommendation

Field not completed.

Written Comments

Good morning Council Members Halter and Schroeder,
10/11/21 Agenda, Item 13A: Keep the DRC and HPC Relevant
12A: IS Historical.
Please see attached PDF for my comments.
Thank you.

Upload Files

21 Agenda Items 12A and 13A City Council.pdf

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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Dear Council Members,
10/11/21 Agenda, Item 13A: Keep the DRC and HPC Relevant & 12A: IS Historical.
I am concerned about the way the planning & development departments and city council are treating
the DRC and HPC. They are vital to retaining our historical significance and character. Often, they
also serve as the first opportunity for community involvement and maintain some semblance of
transparency.

Their responsibility and weight have already been severely neutered and any further "restructuring"
for the sake of streamlining the permit process will come at the cost of the community. We
must have guidance for the developers and the decisional powers spread across departments so that
poor projects don't get pushed through.
Some find these two committees arbitrary. Mainly, the bad developers. Good ones breeze through
and welcome the input.
Most Venturans find them to be a voice for what we believe to be important. Only
troublesome developments get troublesome responses. It is better to be frustrated and end up with a
better project than to have free reign and ruin the city so that out of area developers can make as
much profit as possible, at the expense of the quality of life for those of us that live here.
1. "Over the past several years, there have been many complaints about the Design Review
Committee (DRC) and the Historic Preservation Committee (HPC) from the development
community."

I urge you to strongly consider, long and hard, any changes to these two volunteer community
committees. Truthfully ask yourselves what Ventura would look like without them, or the important
public opinions brought up at these hearings. Please, do what your heart tells you is best is right, fair
and equitable for all, not just the few.
As for filling the vacancies in the HPC and DRC, there needs to be an effort given to letting the
community know. Perhaps weekly ads in the local papers, on social media and posters around town.
I bet 90% of Venturans don't even know there are vacancies. Let's do better at getting the word out.
I LOVE the infographic idea!
I have applied for the DRC but was not chosen in 2020. Perhaps this year I will be given another
shot? I would also be open to sitting on the HPC.
Regarding Item 12A:
My vote goes with option a. A Public Hearing
or, d.
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN BUENAVENTURA DETERMINING THE
RESIDENCE AT 1429 POLI STREET IS A HISTORIC RESOURCE AND AN ELIGIBLE LANDMARK
/ PROJECT-15119 / CASE NO. HRA-5-21-6000 RESOLUTION NO. 2021-__
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Amy Cherrie

Ventura, CA 93001

Tracy Oehler
From:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Sunday, October 10, 2021 2:24 PM
City Clerk
· EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Public Comment Form
Disclosure:
Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Submission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
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City Council
City of Ventura
501 Poli Street
Ventura, CA 93001
Re: Agenda Item 12A
Dear Mayor and Council Members:
Regarding the property at 1429 Poli I would first like to say if I were the owner of this property I would like to have
the right to develop it in any way I see fit in compliance with the City Municipal Code. At issue is the question of
historical significance and restrictions that such a determination places on the property. I personally do not pay
much attention to the current structures as I drive past them. However, if replaced by condos (in reality, most
likely to happen} the feel of period character in harmony with Cemetery Park will be lost.
As I read the information in the staff report it was apparent our HPC feels the buildings are historically significant.
It is also apparent that the Historic Resou rces Group concurred on several points. HRG's fundamental finding was
that the property does not qualify for Landmark status, but on multiple points indicated there is historical
significance. I have listed a few excerpts from the report below:

Based upon this analysis, 1429 Poli Street, originally constructed in 1895, reflects an important period in local
history as one of the earliest residences constructed in the Buena Vista Tract, a significant late 19th century
subdivision that represents the early eastward expansion of the city in response to increased rail services
established during the period. 1429 Poli Street is one of a relatively few extant residences from the period in the
neighborhood. However, due to alterations, it is not eligible for landmark designation but may be eligible as a
Point of Interest.
A property may be designated a Point of Interest: 1. That is the site of a building, structure or object that no

longer exists but was associated with historic events, important persons, or embodied a distinctive character of
architectural style; 2. That has historic significance, but was altered to the extent that the integrity of the
original workmanship, materials or style is substantially compromised.
The report states the residence does retain many points of integrity including: retains integrity of location,

retains integrity of materials, retains integrity of workmanship and an integrity of feeling.
Near the end of the report, HRG states, "As noted above, 1429 Poli Street appears eligible for local designation

as one of the first residential properties constructed in the Buena Vista Tract, representing an increasingly rare
extant example of development from the period."
Based on the above, regardless of a designation of "point of interest", it seems the original building is deemed
historical significant by both our HPC and HRG. Restoring the main building and allowing new structures on
other portions of the property would seem to be a good compromise solution.
Sincerely,
Bob Guthrie

IZ.A

Tracy Oehler
From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:
Subject:

Dan Long
Monday, October 11, 2021 12:51 PM
Council; City Clerk
SB-conservancy-email
-EXT- Item 12A on City Council Agenda this evening

Dear Council Members and City Clerk,
I have been asked to forward this comment letter from SBC, of which I am a Board member, as President Stephen
Schafer is not able t o send this out today from his location.
Thank you,
Dan Long

Monday October 11, 202 1 City Council Comment Item
13A. POLICY CONSIDERATION -Topics to Add to the Streamlining Discussion

Dear members of Council,
The San Buenaventura Conservancy for Preservation would like to recommend that the City's Historic Preservation and
Design Review Committees remain empowered to review and improve the future of Ventura development. Ventura's
goals are economic development, housing, jobs, environment, quality of life, and the preservation of ou r cultural
resources, but eliminating committee reviews, and with them public t ransparency, will not accomplish these goals. The
HPC and DRC are not the bottleneck they are portrayed to be, t hey are a scapegoat for the issues illuminat ed in t he
Matrix report and compounded by massive staff turnover.
The goals of HPC/DRC reviews are better outcomes, not necessarily faster outcomes, but this is not the reason why the
process is slow. The development process is taking months or years before HPC or DRC ever gets to review a project.
The Matrix Consulting Group Final Report on the Development Review Process , November 8, 2019, made clear that
City Planning processes and procedures were the real obst acles for development, and that the HPC and DRC should be
maintained not scapegoated. Making the DRC and HPC less relevant at a time when development is booming, is not t he
way to ensure that Ventura gets better. Ironically, t he reason there are fewer candidates for the appointed committees
is partly because of streamlining itself: The current 2019 streamlining approach made the HPC/DRC bodies less relevant
and also had the effect of removing potential qualified candidates from the volunteer pool, since they didn't think their
expertise and viewpoints were relevant or heeded by staff.

The 13A staff report states:
"Over the past several years, there have been many complaints about the Design Review Committee (DRC} and the
Historic Preservation Committee (HPC) from the development community."

There have also been many public complaints about the Planning Department and Code Enforcement but that does not
mean they should be eliminated. The unnamed "development community" won't complain about their staff members
processing their plans or the public, but if streamlining t he review process eliminates reviews and the opportunity of the
public to comment, t hen that makes it easier to submit value-engineered projects that maximize profit over community.
We suspect that any HPC and DRC complaints have been from developers (some who may not live here)
with projects that needed improvement or that t hreatened our historic resources. The HPC and DRC committee
members really care about making average developments into the best development s possible, yet HPC/DRC never
stopped a development, t hey just sent some back for improvements. The flawed proj ects need to be redesigned.

Does Council want all development projects regardless of design, size, materials, or
compatibility, as fast as possible?
The City Council should strive for better projects and more comm unity engagement, not less.
Currently, the staff shortage, has left us with an all-new planning staff (the majority from
outside the city), and they are using outside contract planning consu lta ncies in Thousand Oaks
and other cities to help process projects. These new planners have no context or connection to
Ventura. While the Planning Department processes take months or years, when projects finally
get to HPC or DRC, they usually result in approvals, motions or direction in a single committee
meeting; the slowdown has aways been with the process and not the committee review. Help is
coming, the ongoing HRG Historic Context and City-Wide Historic Survey that the Council funded
will eliminate the day-to-day historic permit review of structures over 40 years old when it is
completed next year.

During a required ethics training last year,
one of the slides addressed efficiency at the cost of involvement,
I share it here because the section in yellow struck me enough that I took a picture of the Powerpoint slide below.
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FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION

AB 'I 234 Local Ethics Training
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AB 1234 E.lhics Training
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Options
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Purpose of Open Meeting Laws
Operating under the requirements of open meeting laws can sometimes be frustrating
for local officials. Confining discussions among decision-makers to public meetings can
seem inefficient and an unnatural way to communicate with colleagues.
It may be helpful to acknowledge that the goal of open meeting laws is not efficiency. If
efficient decision-making were the priority, one wouldn't even need a multi-member
decision-making body.
Having a multi-member decision-making body suggests a different set of values. This
includes the value of having a group of individuals with a variety of experiences,
backgrounds and viewpoints come together to develop a consensus. Consensus is
developed through debate, deliberation, and give and take. This process can
sometimes take a long time and is very different in character than the Individualdecision-maker model.

The current streamlining procedures put too much priority on the " individual-decision-maker model" mentioned above,
with staff reviews and administrative hearings. Please implement the 57 M atrix Report recommendations that t he
Council and t he community paid for and agreed on, and keep the committee and commission reviews relevant,
transparent and fully staffed. The HPC, DRC and Planning Commission members live in Ventura and are involved and
engaged in t he community, they know the context, and understand local community values. Please embrace their loca l
knowledge, architectural and design experience and diverse cultural viewpoints to develop consensus for the good of
our comm unity.

Sincerely,
Stephen Schafer
President, San Buenaventura Conservancy for Preservation

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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Tracy Oehler
From:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Monday, October 11, 2021 1:15 PM
City Clerk
- EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form
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Support preservation of 1429 Poli. Make it a historic landmark.
Vote for option #1 please
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Item# 12A 1429 Poli

Dear Council Members:
The HPC determined that this property is eligible for local Ventura Landmark status. Please council
members vote to help preserve this important piece of history that we have left in Ventura!
Please note that alterations to the house do not make it ineligible for landmark status.
The Mills act will help the owners with property tax.
The property is large enough t o build other units and still keep the historic house.
Please protect our history.
Thank you.
Wendy Sauter

Antoinette Mann
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jerry Breiner
Monday, October 11, 2021 2:14 PM
Council
-EXT- regarding tonights discussion about 1429 Poli

Hello and thanks for taking just a minute or two to read this. Most appreciated
The HPC found the property historic and eligible for local Ventura landmark status at t he July 8th HPC meeting. That is a
given.
The conclusion of the Historic Resources Group (HRG) Phase 1 Historic Resource assessment is below. Since all houses of
this era have alterations and the HPC determined that the alterations were appropriate and significant in their own
right. HRG is a good firm , but they are based in Hollywood and Pasadena and there are a lot more old homes in those
communities, so they can afford to lose a few.
10. CONCLUSION

The conclusions in this report are based upon a review of existing conditions, research r elat ed t o the history
of the properties and surrounding area, review of relevant h istoric cont exts, and analysis under the
eligibility criteria and integrity t hreshol ds for listing at the federal, state, and local levels. As a result of this
analysis, 1429 Poli Street, originally constructed in 1895, r eflects an important period in local history as one
of the earliest residences constructed i n t he Bu ena Vista Tract, a significant late 19 th century subdivision that
represents the early eastward expansion of the city in response to increased rail services established during
the period. 1429 Poli Street is one of a relatively few extant residen ces from the period in the neighborhood.
However, due t o alterat ions, it is not eligible for Landmark designation but may be eligible as a Point of
Interest. 1407 Poli Street (constructed in 1926) and 124 N. Aliso Street (constructed in 1928) are not eligible
for designation at the federal, state, or local levels (either as Landmarks or Points of Interest).
The section in yellow is the relevant part of t he historic analysis, the house is significant Period.
Because it is significant and rare (in Ventura), it is eligible as a loca l historic Ventura Landmark.
If it were nominated as a landmark the HPC has already indicated it would approve it. If it were a Landmark it would
qualify for the Mills Act Tax break and 50% off the property taxes on the property (a large savings).
"Historic Integrity" is mentioned many times in the report, this is a specific analysis of the parts of a historic resource
t hat have the ability to convey its significance, t here are 7 aspects of Historic Integrity: Materials, Association, Design,
Feeling, Location, Workmanship, and Setting (see report for more on each).
NOT INTEGRITY: Condition, mold, leaks, sloped floors, termites, rot and lead paint are NOT relevant to significance. The
famous saying is that "Too far gone is not a condit ion ... It's an opinion" ... structural integrity has NOTHING to do w ith t he
analysis of significance. The buyer of the house is stating that the house is too far gone, and had a planner take some
photos of the sloped fl oors. Not relevant. All historic preservation in the US and the Case Law state that condition is
irrelevant as long as the property has historic integrity... and as we can all see, the building has the ability t o convey its
historic significance beca use we can see that it is a 126 year old ho use that belongs there and has always been there.
The USS Arizona is underwater and Manzanar Relocation Center has no buildings left, yet they are still significant, and
still national land marks.
l

Landmarks get altered over 126 years, if the alterations are appropriat e and/or old enough, can be part of the landmark
(part of t he history). The porch in-fill is typical and is definitely appropriate, and shouldn't be removed as part of the
rehab. The rear wing of t he house {which has t he most structura l issues) could be altered or probably removed or
rebuilt/added to and the house would still have its essential form, its design, and its historic integrity. Even with a two
story addition tucked behind the house the significa nce could be maintained, the setbacks maintained, the
neighborhood context maintained. There are federal guidelines for additions and alterations because landmarks are not
expected to be set in amber; these guidelines are called the Secretary of t he Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation.
Historic preservation code is just like zoning, it's not a matter of property rights, our system has some guidelines that we
ca n't put a dispensary next to a school, or a dog boarding kennel in a suburban tract, or sell jet fuel out of our garage or
demolish historic homes; our property rights have some guardrails. Our neighborhoods have context and authenticity
and that is valuable and often why we choose to live or leave a community, historic designation and historic districts
ra ise property values, and the Visitors Bureau and City all promote our historic Mission city.
We should strive to maintain the RESOURCES we have, especially if the property is large enough and t he alley access is
flexible enough for the sit e to accommodate added density and development and a restoration.
This home is a survivor, it tells a story now, it will be even more relevan t in 100 years, which is what saying no to
demolition would mean ... History matters and has value, demolishing history is a withdrawal from our collective
account; in t his case, so one person can make a deposit into their personal account.
-Schaf

2

WELCOME HOME !
J~ADV BDCIMCD

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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Ventura County Rose Society
Jeannie Morrissey

President
Meeting Location:
Ventura Education Center •
Camarillo, CA

6:30-8:30
( 4th Thurs/ month]
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PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS
12A. 142.9 Poli Street Historic Significance {PROJ 15119)

Staff: Peter Gilli, Community Development Director
f3ECOMMENDATION
a.

Conduct a Public Hearing.

b.

Determine that the City Council's decision whether the residential
structure at 1429 Poli Street is historically significant is categorically
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act under
California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines Section 15306
(Information Collection).

c.

Adopt a Resolution determining the residence at 1429 Poli Street is
not a historic resource. Resolution titled:
"A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN
BUENAVENTURA DETERMINING THE RESIDENCE AT
1429 POLI STREET IS NOT A HISTORIC RESOURCE /
PROJECT-15119 / CASE NO. HRA-5-21-6000"

Adopt a Resolution determining the residence at 1429 Poli Street i§
2 historic resource. Resolution titled:
"A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN
BUENAVENTURA DETERMINING THE RESIDENCE AT
1429 POLI STREET IS A HISTORIC RESOURCE AND AN
ELIGIBLE LANDMARK/PROJECT-15119/CASE NO. HRA5-21 -6000"
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN BUENAVENTURA
DETERMINING THE RESIDENCE AT 1429 POLI STREET IS NOT A HISTORIC
RESOURCE/ PROJECT-15119 / CASE NO. HRA-5-21-6000
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-__
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN BUENAVENTURA
DETERMINING THE RESIDENCE AT 1429 POLI STREET IS A HISTORIC
RESOURCE AND AN ELIGIBLE LANDMARK/ PROJECT-15119 / CASE NO.
HRA-5-21-6000
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-__

October 11, 2021

Ventura City Council Agenda
www.cityofventura.ca.gov
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Tracy Oehler
From:
Sent:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Monday, October 11, 2021 3:24 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form

To:

Subject:

Public Comment Form
Disclosure:
Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Submission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. If submitting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered part of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
below to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.
Name

Wendell Liljedahl

Address
Phone Number
Email Address
Select Legislative/Hearing
Body

City Council

Meeting Date

10/11/2021

Select a Topic:

Agenda Item Number/Topic

Agenda Item Number/Topic

13

Recommendation

Field not completed.

Written Comments

I urge the City Council to stand firm in their support of
standards for preserving the historic charm of Ventura. We
cannot continue approving the cold, massive block structure
developments like Coastline, Kai Thom and Hawaiian Village.
Nor should we be allowing modern style homes in historic
neighborhoods like Hobson Heights. The planning & approval

l

process must maintain built-in safeguards to prevent haphazard and inappropriate design, with a greater level of public
input. Please respect the historic nature of this town and
consider the long term effects of your decisions.
Upload Files

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Tracy Oehler
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Christopher Kapuscik
Monday, October 11, 2021 4:00 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- Public Hearing Items 12A - 1429 Poli Street Historic Significance (PROJ 15119)

Good evening members of t he City Council,
I am writing to encourage the Council to adopt a Resolution determining the residence at 1429 Poli Street is a historic
resource. Vent urans are very proud of our community and are passionate about keeping Ventura a great place to live.
One of t he hallmarks of what makes Ventura a great place to live is it's history. Unlike much of Southern Ca lifornia,
Ventura has maintained its small town charm by keeping our historic homes. As a result of the Thomas Fire or
development, many historic homes have been lost that can never be replaced. The home at 1429 Poli has sat there for
over 100 years, overlooking a cemetery, filled with early Venturans of all races and religions, that had its tombstones
removed. Tearing down this home, just like what happened to Cemetery Park, is the literal errasure of our history, and
in effect the contributions of past citizens to what has made Ventura a great place to live.
Thank you

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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AGENDA ITEM 13A
POLICY CONSIDERATION -TOPICS TO ADD TO THE
STREAMLINING DISCUSSION

l~

Tracy Oehler
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Carol Spector ·
Saturday, October 9, 2021 12:04 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- Agenda item 13 - Oct 11, 2021

Dear City Council,
We have grave concerns regarding Agenda Item 13A after reading the policy consideration letter from
Councilmembers Halter and Friedman . We believe that the DRC and HPC members should be supported in
the development process.
13A- Item B
• Complaints about the HPC and DRC are old news. The makeup of these committees has changed. Over
1,200 volunteer hours of meeting time has gone unused since the start of this calendar year because of 40
cancelled meetings among the various development committees.
• A simple post online social media platform (Nextdoor) got three persons interested in serving in the unfilled
HPC positions. More widespread and better notification would alleviate the vacancy problem and increase the
number of applications.
• Developers asking for variances cause delays in the approval process. The lack of Objective Design
Standards (Matrix Report (priority #1) and a chronic shortage of staff in the Community Development
Department exacerbate this problem.
• SB 330 limits the number of meetings that developers must attend unless they're asking for exceptions or
variances thus delays are created by the applicants themselves.
• We support empowering the HPC and DRC with full membership as they are active members of the
community in which we all live, as opposed to many Development staff members and contract planners.
!3 A-Item C
• Flexibility is important in planning and development, but city regulations are put in place to protect residents
and businesses.
• We believe the city is too flexible in granting variances and exceptions with little or no oversight. An example
of this is the railroad crossing that was never improved at the Coastline Project.
• We believe that the city can get added value from a project that does not ask for exceptions. Currently, when
granted, there are no specifications and limits to such exceptions, allowing developers much leeway in
circumventing established regulations.
13A- Item D
• The city's attempt at inclusionary notification, while much appreciated, is not working as promised or
designed. Emails are either not received in a timely manner or not received at all.
Please consider the afore mentioned points as a limit to the consolidation of power that would fall to the
Community Development Department. We need more opportunities for public engagement whether it be
residents or volunteers on these committees.
Thank you , Livable Ventura
Sent from my iPad
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when opening attachments
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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Tracy Oehler
From:
Sent:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Sunday, October 10, 2021 11 :20 AM
City Clerk
-EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form

To:
Subject:

Public Comment Form
Disclosure:
Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Submission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. If submitting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered part of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
below to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.
Name

Amy Cherrie

Address

Ventura, CA 93001

Phone Number
Email Address
Select Legislative/Hearing
Body

City Council

Meeting Date

10/11/2021

Select a Topic:

Agenda Item Number/Topic

Agenda Item Number/ Topic

Items 12A and 13A

Recommendation

~ield not completed.

Written Comments

Good morning Council Members Halter and Schroeder,
10/1 1/21 Agenda, Item 13A: Keep the DRC and HPC Relevant
12A: IS Historical.
Please see attached PDF for my comments.
Thank you.

1

Upload Files

21 Agenda Items 12A and 13A City Council.pdf

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

2

Dear Council Members,
10/11/ 21 Agenda, Item 13A: Keep the DRC and HPC Relevant & 12A: IS Historical.
I am concerned about the way the planning & development departments and city council are treating
the DRC and HPC. They are vital to retaining our historical significance and character. Often, they
also serve as the first opportunity for community involvement and maintain some semblance of
transparency.
Their responsibility and weight have already been severely neutered and any further "restructuring"
for the sake of streamlining the permit process will come at the cost of the commun ity. We
must have guidance for the developers and the decisional powers spread across departments so that
poor projects don't get pushed through.
Some find these two committees arbitrary. Mainly, the bad developers. Good ones breeze through
and welcome the input.
Most Venturans find them to be a voice for what we believe to be important. Only
troublesome developments get troublesome responses. It is better to be frustrated and end up with a
better project than to have free reign and ruin the city so that out of area developers can make as
much profit as possible, at the expense of the quality of life for those of us that live here.
1. "Over the past several years, there have been many complaints about the Design Review
Committee (DRC) and the Historic Preservation Committee (HPC) from the development
community."
I urge you to strongly consider, long and hard, any changes to these two volunteer community
committees. Truthfully ask yourselves what Ventura would look like without them, or the important
public opinions brought up at these hearings. Please, do what your heart tells you is best is right, fair
and equitable for all, not just the few.
As for filling the vacancies in the HPC and DRC, there needs to be an effort given to letting the
community know. Perhaps weekly ads in the local papers, on social media and posters around town.
I bet 90% of Venturans don't even know there are vacancies. Let's do better at getting the word out.
I LOVE the infographic idea!
I have applied for the DRC but was not chosen in 2020. Perhaps this year I will be given another
shot? I would also be open to sitting on the HPC.

Regarding Item 12A:
My vote goes with option a. A Public Hearing
or, d.
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN BUENAVENTURA DETERMINING THE
RESIDENCE AT 1429 POLI STREET IS A HISTORIC RESOURCE AND AN ELIGIBLE LANDMARK
/ PROJECT-15119 / CASE NO. HRA-5-21-6000 RESOLUTION NO. 2021Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Amy Cherrie
Ventura, CA 93001

Tracy Oehler
From:
Sent:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Sunday, October 10, 2021 2:18 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form

To:

Subject:

Public Comment Form
Disclosure:
Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Subm ission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted sta,t
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. If submitting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered pa,t of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
below to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.
Name

wendy sauter

Address
Phone Number
Email Address
Select legislative/Hearing
Body

City Council

Meeting Date

10111/2021

Select a Topic:

Agenda Item Number/Topic

Agenda Item Number/Topic

Item 13A

Recommendation

Field not completed.

Written Comments

Field not completed.

Upload Files

Item 13A DRC HPC.docx 10 10 21 .docx

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Dear City Council Members
Agenda Item 13A appears to be trying to diminish the ro les of the HPC and the DRC. This is extremely
concerning as both of these committees represent the citizens. As members of the City Council you
should be listening to the citizens and supporting the expertise of these committees, not relying on staff
(several of whom do not even live in Ventura) for the answers.
As you know, the City spent $68,500.00 for the Matrix report which took the consultant six months to
prepare. In an article in the Ventura Star dated 12/2019 Mr. Akbar Alikhan, Assistant City Manager
stated "the document gave us a blueprint of how to move forward." He also said the number one
priority o/f the report was for the city to adopt Objective Design Standards. In this same article Mr.
Gilli, Community Development Director said that the last known set of guidelines from 1997 hasn' t been
enforced in years. He further noted that without design guide lines it makes the process less predictable
and more time consuming for builders. He said that in addition to writing clear design standa rds the city
might also move the design review hearings earlier in the process.
Several cities have clear design standards. Santa Barbara, Camarillo and Thousand Oaks to name a few.
Ironically this is where Mr. Gilli, Mr. Alikhan and several of t he contract planners live. Many California
cities have hired Opticos Design to help them implement design standards. Some of them include: Paso
Robles, CA, Oakland CA, Richmond CA, Pasadena CA, most cities in Marin County, and Austin, TX. These
cities are thriving. The businesses are doing better than ever!
Rather than giving Community Development even more power why don't we adopt the
recommendations of the Matrix report? The primary delays in development do not lie with our
committees and commission. Please explore the work already done successfully in other cities as stated
above. Mr. Halter was given videos of examples of the work done by Opticos and symposiums on design
conducted by Santa Barbara. Please explore these exciting ideas that can make this City better rather
than taking away the voices of the committee experts!
Thank you!
Wendy Sauter
p.s. I would be happy to send you the videos and time stamps of the Opticos work.

(3A

Tracy Oehler
From:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Sunday, October 10, 2021 8:59 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Public Comment Form
Disclosure:
Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Submission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. If submitting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered part of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
below to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.
Name

Cynthia Malecky

Address

Ventura CA

Phone Number
Email Address
Select Legislative/Hearing

City Council

Body
Meeting Date

10/11/2021

Select a Topic:

Field not completed.

Recommendation

Field not completed.

Written Comments

This is regarding Agenda Item 13A. DRC & HPC are both
vitally important in the permitting process in the city of Ventura.
The current Comm. Dev. Director, City Manager, and most of
the city council, have shown a disregard for the voices of the
citizens of Ventura and pander to every demand of large
developers. This is our city and everyone in the city is meant to
be working for us. However, the City Manager & Common.
Dev. Director seem to have their own agenda which is mostly

1

blindly supported by the city council. DRC & HPC must be
maintained w ith their original intent and ability to have a say in
what is developed in the city, not simply recommend. I agree
too many exceptions are granted to developers. The city gives
developers whatever they ask for, asks nothing of the
developers, then hides beh ind saying the state says they must
NOT SO! ! Take a look at other cities, such as Ojai, if you care
to see how it's done. It's past time to listen to what the citizens
want this city to be
Upload Files

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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Tracy Oehler
From:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Monday, October 11, 2021 10:47 AM
City Clerk
-EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form

Sent:

To;
Subject:

Public Comment Form
Disclosure:
Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Submission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. If submitting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered part of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
below to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.
Name

Shanna Wasson Taylor

Add ress
Phone Number
Email Address
Select Legislative/Hearing
Body

City Council

M eeting Date

10/11/2021

Select a Topic:

Agenda Item Number/Topic

Agenda Item Number/Topic

13A

Recommendation

Against Recommendation

Written Comments

Although this agenda item includes no call for a vote, the odd
combination of vague items in this "agenda items" appear to be
telegraphing that the further hobbling of the HPC and the DRC
is a forgone conclusion or a goal of the authors. There is a
reference to a "policy" but there is no link to the policy , so the
public has no idea what you plan to talk about

l

Any motions made tonight should be responsive to the agenda
item, but this agenda item is too murky to allow the public to
respond in support opposition.
City Council, I ask that no motions be made on this agenda
item, as the transparency of intention is just not there.
Upload Files

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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The $68,500 Mat rix Report was adopted to give the city a blueprint which challenges t he City to
address improve t he permitting process. In the two yea rs since its adoption, there has been no pub lic
reporting on progress and slippage in t he 57 items addressed in the report.
The report indicated that the HPC and the DRC should be maintained, not scapegoated. HPC/DRC
meetings are a transparent and accessible part of the planning process for the public. "Streamlining"
in a government setting should not be an excuse to remove citizen sta kehold ers from the process, but
instead should create a well-run process that embraces community engagement. The city has publicly
shared the Matrix report with the community. The city has committed.
How can you lament the •acJc of applicants for committee positons. while at the same time
devaluing these committee publicly?

City Council. please. immediately require reeorting on Outcomes and Slippage on each of th e
57 Matrix Report recommendations to occur monthly or quarterly in a format that is accessible
to the public as well as the City Council.
City Council, please instruct staff to ensure that H PC and DRC are agai n held monthly and that
the committees have the training
City Council, please face the

and information needed to help them succeed.

hard question. have you been exercising due diligence when you,

through your actions or failure to act, removed citizen committees from the process for months
and months?

Yes, it is easier for the staff if they just do all the work. Yes, when you involve citizens, you need to
educate them about their roles, just as you educate the city council about their role. Supporting

operational volunteers is just pa rt of the job. If the staff need support to acquire the skill set to do this,
please make that happen. Operational Volunteers add value when engaged properly.
City Council. by hobbling the committees and putting all the power in the staff, are you.
exercising the duty of care expected of you?

Although this agenda item includes no call for a vote, the odd combination of vague items in this
"agenda items" appear to be teleg raphing that t he further hobbling of the HPC and the DRC is a
forgone conclusion o r a goal of the authors. There is a reference to a "policy" but there is no link to
the policy, so the public has no idea what you plan to talk about. Any motions made tonight
should be responsive to the agenda item, but this agenda item is too murky to allow the public
to respond in support opposition.
City Council, I ask that no motions be made on this agenda item. as the transparency
intention is just not there.

of

Tracy Oehler
From:

noreply@cityofventura.ca.gov
Monday, October 11, 2021 12:37 AM
City Clerk
-EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Public Comment Form
Disclosure:
Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Submission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. If submitting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered part of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
below to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.
Name

Jan Dietrick

Address

Ventura, CA 93001

Phone Number
Email Address
Select
Legislative/Hearing
Body

City Council

Meeting Date

10/11/2021

Select a Topic:

Agenda Item Number/Topic

Agenda Item
Number/Topic

13A

Recommendation

Support Recommendation

Written Comments

A Permanent Streamlining Ordinance is an opportunity to welcome
innovative and cost-efficient green building features and standards so
that residents prosper in the clean energy transition and are resilient
to extreme climate impacts, such as drought and severe rain events.

l

We share the attached "Green Buildings -- Benefits, Trends and
Adoption" compiled by the Conejo Climate Coalition to guide
conversations with developers and public officials, as both are in a
learning mode. Thousand Oaks city staff and council agreed this year
to consult the TO City Sustainability Division as part of project prescreenings. City of Ventura can also charge and resource our
Sustainability Office to lead on a new Green Building Design Review.
It has the expertise for this important focus within a streamlined
review process. We urge you to prioritize the current exigencies of the
housing and climate crises in your discussion on this ordinance. 350
Ventura County Climate Hu b & Ventura Climate Coalition.
Upload Files

Green

Buildings Benefits Trends Adoption Conejo Climate Coalition.docx

Email not displaying correctly? View iUn your browser_

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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Green Buildings: Benefits, Trends and Adoption
Green buildings provide some of the most effective means to achieving a range of global goals, such as
addressing climate change, creating sustainable and thriving communities, and driving economic
growth.*

Environmental
One of the most important benefits of green buildings is to our climate and the natural environment.
Green buildings can not only reduce or eliminate negative impacts on the environment, by using less
water, energy or natural resources, but they can - in many cases - have a positive impact on the
environment (at the building or city scales) by generating their own energy or increasing biodiversity.
• The building sector has the largest potential for significantly reducing greenhouse gas emissions
compared to other major emitting sectors - UNEP, 2009 (https://www.unep.org/resources/annualreport/unep-2009-annual-report).
• This emissions savings potential is said to be as much as 84 gigatonnes of CO2 (GtCO2) by 2050,
through direct measures in buildings such as energy efficiency, fuel switching from natural/fossil
gas to all-electric, and the use of renewable energy - UNEP, 2016
(https://www.unep.org/annualreport/2016/index. php?page).
• The building sector has the potential to generate energy savings of 50% or more by 2050, in
support of limiting global temperature rises to 2°c (above pre-industrial levels)- UNEP, 2016
(https://www.unep.org/annualreport/2016/index.php?page).
• Green buildings achieving the LEED certification in the US and other countries have been shown to
consume 25 percent less energy and 11 percent less water, than non-green buildings.
• Waiting three more years will not only miss an opportunity to unleash a faster, cheaper way to build
housing, it will cost Californians $1 bilHon in unnecessary gas infrastructure, and create 3 million
tons additional carbon emissions by 2030

Economic
Green buildings offer a number of economic or financial benefits, which are relevant to a range of
different people or groups of people. These include:
• Tenants - cost savings on utility bills for households (through energy and water efficiency)
• Builders - lower construction costs and higher property values for building developers; increased
occupancy rates or operating costs for building owners: https://calmatters.org/commentary/mytu rn/2 021 /0 2/he res-how-ca liforn ia-ca n-cut-affo rdable-housi ng-costs/
• Building owners report that green buildings - whether new or renovated - command a 7 percent
increase in asset value over traditional buildings - Dodge Data & Analytics, 2016.
• Job creation - Green building is projected to account for more than 3.3 million U.S. jobs by 2018 US Green Building Council I Booz Allen Hamilton, 2015

• Based on research done by the Rocky Mountain Institute for the City of Oakland, it is estimated to
cost between $2,400 to $2 ,700 more per home to install two separate energy delivery systems (as
is currently common in California construction) than it would be just to install a single heat pump.
Even when taking into account the estimated $1,050 cost premium over gas appliances to install a
heat pump water heater and an induction stove, purchasing all-electric appliances results in a net
savings of $1,350 to $1 ,650.

• Building all-electric is less expensive than building with gas for every single housing type, according
to data from SF Environment. In some cases, forgoing gas hookups and appliances saves
thousands of dollars in construction costs.
TPs: All-Electric affordability data SF
•

E3's 2019 study, Residential Building Electrification in California, finds that across six different
climate zones in California, the capital costs for all-electric single-family and low-rise multifamily
buildings are cheaper than their natural gas alternatives.
E3, Residential Building Efectrificalio11 in California. at viH-xl. August 15, 2019

• The report 2019 Energy Efficiency Ordinance Cost-Effectiveness Study, prepared for the California
Energy Codes and Standards Program by Frontier Energy, evaluated the cost effectiveness of code
compliance package options for both mixed-fuel and all-electric homes across all sixteen California
climate zones. The report concluded that the all-electric code compliance option was cost effective
in every climate zone when using time dependent valuation (TDV) .
California Energy Codes & Standards, 2019 Cost-effectiveness Study: Low-Rise Residential
New Construction, at 41-42. July 2019
• Research done for the California Energy Com mission (CEC) on the affordability of all-electric
commercial buildings found substantial capital savings in all climate zones modeled for several
different building types. The CEC analysis found that a mixed-fuel medium sized office building in
California costs between $45,029 and $96,106 more than an all-electric version , with the costdifferential varying by climate zone. The CEC also found that a mixed-fuel mid-rise residential
building in California costs about $14,400 more than an all-electric version, and a mixed-fuel hotel
costs between $1 ,277,845 to $1,284,121 more than an all-electric version .
2019 Nonresidential New Construction Reach Code Cost Effectiveness Study at 11 (2020)
2019 Mid-Rise New Construction Reach Code Cost Effectiveness Study at 8 (2020)
2019 Nonresidential New Construction Reach Code Cost Effectiveness Study at13 (2020)
• According to a 2018 study conducted by Navigant for the California Building Industry Association
(CBIA), electric space heating also has a lower first cost than natural gas space heating.
Specifically, that report, which looked at total installed costs, states that "electric appliances for
space heating, cooking, and clothes drying have lower costs than natural gas options" in new
construction.
California Building Industry Association Comments - Impacts of Residential Appliance
Electrification , Docketed 9/20/2018
• Data shows that on average a baseline code-compliant gas furnace/AC system unit is 14% more
expensive than a baseline heat pump. Cost data for ultra-low NOx furnaces, which are required in
key Calffornia markets, including the South Coast and San Joaquin Valley Air Districts, show that
the average cost of the furnace/AC unit is 29% higher (considering 0.80 AFUE ULN units only).
NRDC Comments - Price compar ison of heat pumps vs gas furnace and AC systems. Docketed
11/12/2020
NRDC's analysis found that heat pumps were generally offered at a simflar or lower price than
their gas furnace/AC equivalents. NRDC Comments - Price compartson of heat pumps vs gas
furnace and AC systems. Docketed 11/ 12/2020
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Health
• In 2016, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) made the conclusive finding that short-term
exposure to nitrogen dioxide has a causal relationship to respiratory effects, including the
development of asthma.
US EPA, Integrated Science Assessment (!SA) for Nitrogen Dioxide - Health Criteria ,
https://www.epa.gov/isa/integrated-science-assessment-isa-nitrogen-dioxide-healthcriteria
• Factors including smaller unit size, more people inside the home (occupant density), and
inadequate stovetop ventilation contribute to elevated concentrations of NO2 in lower-income,
multifamily buildings. Although national data for how many homes have proper stove ventilation is
lacking, researchers have found that gas stoves without properly vented exhaust hoods are
common in inner-city households.
Gary Adamkiewicz et al., "Moving Environmental Justice Indoors: Understanding Structura l
Influences on Residential Exposure Patterns in Low-Income Communities, " American Journal of
Public Health. 2011, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov1 pubmedl21836112#.
Nadia N Hansel et al. , "A Longitudinal Study of Indoor Nitrogen Dioxide Levels and Respiratory
Symptoms in Inner-City Children with Asthma ," Environmental Health Perspectives Volume 116
Number 10, October 2008, p. 1430, https://ehp. niehs.nih.gov/doil10.1289/ehp.11349.
Patrick N. Breysse et al. , "Indoor Air Pollution and Asthma in Children," Proceedings of the
American Thoracic Society Volume 7 Issue 2, 2010, p. 104,
https://www.atsiournals.org/doi/full/10.1513/ pats.200908-083RM.
• Research shows that children with asthma are particularly affected by indoor air pollution from gas
stoves. Children living in areas with high levels of outdoor air pollution and lower-income, African
American and Hispanic children w ith asthma are likely the most disproportionately burdened by
indoor air pollution from gas stoves.
Integrated Science Assessment (ISA) For Oxides of Nitrogen - Health Criteria (Final Report,
2016). US Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC , EPA/600/R-15/068, 2016, p.
lxxxvii, https://cfpub.epa.gov/ncea/isa/recordisplay. cfm?deid=310879.
Nadia N Hansel et al. , "A Longitudinal Study of Indoor Nitrogen Dioxide Levels and Respiratory
Symptoms in Inner-City Children with Asthma," Environmental Health Perspectives Volume 116
Number 10, October 2008, p. 1430, https://ehp. niehs.nih.gov/doi/10.1289/ehp.11349.
• A meta-analysis looking at the association between gas stoves and childhood asthma found
children in homes with gas stoves have a 42% increased risk of experiencing asthma symptoms
(current asthma), a 24% increased risk of ever being diagnosed with asthma by a doctor (lifetime
asthma), and an overall 32% increased risk of both current and lifetime asthma.
Weiwei Lin, Bert Brunekreef, and Ulrike Gehring, "Meta-analysis of the effects of indoor nitrogen
dioxide and gas cooking on asthma and wheeze in children," International Journal of
Epidemiology, Volume 42, Issue 6, (December 2013): 1724-1737,
https://doi.org/10.1093/ije/dyt150.
• In September, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) told residents to avoid using gas
appliances, among other recommendations, to try to protect their indoor air from harmful particles.
"Avoid activities that increase indoor pollution, such as burning candles, using gas stoves and
vacuuming ," the CARS website states.
California Air Resources Board, Protecting Yourself from Wildfires,
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/protecting-yourself-wildfire-smoke
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Policy
• The Biden administration has pledged to cut building sector emissions in half by 2035 and to
eliminate all power sector emissions by the same year. If they achieve the power sector goal, then
building sector emissions would automatically decline by about two-thirds.
• In November, the California Air Resources Board unanimously adopted a groundbreaking resolution
committing to significant action to limit emissions from gas appliances in buildings. The resolution
commits CARB to support the CEC and other agencies to adopt standards in the 2022 code cycle
that will result in stronger gas stove ventilation standards and electrification of appliances for all new
buildings.
https:// ca Im atters. o rg/comm enta ry/m y-t urn/2 02 0/12/age ncies-s ho uId-fol low-ca rbs-lead ers hip-onem iss ions-from-gas-appliances/
• France announced that it will require all electric space heating in single family homes starting in
2021 and apartment buildings in 2024, while the United Kingdom announced a similar policy
commencing as early as 2023.
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-55020558
• The Bay Area Air Quality Management District's Climate Protection Board Subcommittee members
and staff affirmed for the first time publicly that they plan to propose regulations in 2021 to further
reduce NOx emissions from gas appliances.
•

Jeff Byron, a former CEC commissioner, commented on the CEC docket that it's "now time to codify
electrification of all new residential construction."
https://efiling.energy. ca. gov/Getoocument. aspx?tn=235263& DocumentContentld=68145

/?_

*Source: https://www.worldgbc.org/how-can-we-make-our-bu1 ld1ngs-green ~~ -",,"""
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-EXT- Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Form
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To:
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Public Comment Form
Disclosure:
Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.
Submission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. If submitting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered part of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
below to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.

Name

Pete Freeman

Address
Phone Number
Email Add ress
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M eeting Date

10/11/202 1

Select a Topic:
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13A
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Written Comments

Please present the attached letter to the city council for
tonight's meetng .

Upload Files

10-1 1 CC meeting.docx

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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City Council members. I would like to present my comments on item 13A of the
10/11/21 City Council Meeting.
Item B.

I would like to express my support to keep the DRC and HPC and re-instate their
status to that of before the ESO. If there were or are issues with the committees
these have been or can be dealt with on an individual basis. SB 330 limits the
number of times a project is required to have hearings "if a proposed housing
development project complies with the applicable, objective general plan and
zoning standards in effect at the time an application is deemed complete". So, if
there are delays due to the DRC or HPC a developer can eliminate these by
following applicable city standards. Multiple hearings is an issue I have heard that
the "development community" has brought up about these bodies.
Both committees are made up of local experts in their fields, have been approved
by you, the City Council, and represent the reside nts of Ventura. These bodies
allow more open public input and transparency .

As for item D, the city has implemented an email notification process that appears
to be failing. I have signed up for ema il notifications, but have only receive two
notification email dumps for upcoming meetings and nothing for any meetings this
month including the 10/11 City Council meeting and the 10/13 Planning
Commission meeting . A detailed and expanded email notification system needs to
be implemented to better allow the public get and remain involved. The city's
development map helps, but has had issues with providing up to accurate and up to
date information. The HPC meeting to the project at 1429 Poli was not included on
the map until after the meeting and not until a member of the public brought it to
the Community Development department. Public notification in this day and age of
multiple notification options is definitely lacking and needs significant improvement.
Thank you, Pete Freeman
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To:

Subject:

Public Comment Form
Disclosure:
Providing your name/contact information is optional to participate in a Public
Meeting. However by providing, it will allow staff to follow-up with you on your item.
All emails submitted to any Legislative Body are Public Records. Copies of forms
submitted are posted online, with name and contact information redacted. You may
only submit one comment form per agenda item. You may submit more than one
form per agenda to address additional topics.

Submission Deadlines:
Submit your Comment Form at least 2 hours prior to the scheduled/posted start
time of the meeting, as stated on the posted Agenda. If submitting a comment
during a meeting, please submit before the Agenda Item concludes, during a Live
Meeting, to be considered part of the record. Select the Legislative/Hearing Body
below to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.
Name

Alex Mangone

Address

Field not completed.

Phone Number
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Email Address
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Body

City Council

Meeting Date

10111/2021
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Field not completed.

Written Comments

Hello Councilmembers,
I urge you to uphold the HPC's designation on the house at
1429 Poli street. The HPC's recommendations are of great
importance to the character and history in Ventura, especially
the downtown district.

l

The HPC, DRC, and Planning Commission are a significant
part of the process of development in the city . These
councils/committees are the only barrier between un-elected
city staff and citizens of Ventura. Their direction and
recommendations are paramount in the development process
and of the upmost importance in regards to keeping the history
and character of Ventura alive.
Upload Files

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Tracy Oehler
From:
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To:
Subject:

Gregg Mansfield
Monday, October 11, 2021 12:06 PM
City Clerk
-EXT- City Council Agenda Item 13A

Hi,
This comment was submitted via the website too.
On behalf on t he Midtown Ventura Community Council board members, we have endorsed the letter sent (copied
below) to the City Council Item 13A on Streamlining by the San Buenaventura Conservancy.
Gregg Mansfield
Chair, Midtown Ventura Community Council

13A. POLICY CONSIDERATION - Topics to Add to the Streamlining Discussion
Dear members of Council,
The San Buenaventura Conservancy for Preservation would like to recommend that the City's
Historic Preservation and Design Review Committees remain empowered to review and improve the
future of Ventura development. Ventura's goals are economic development, housing, jobs,
environment, quality of life, and the preservation of our cultural resources, but eliminating committee
reviews , and with them public transparency, will not accomplish these goals. The HPC and DRC are
not the bottleneck they are portrayed to be, they are a scapegoat for the issues illuminated in the
Matrix report and compounded by massive staff turnover.
The goals of HPC/DRC reviews are better outcomes, not necessarily faster outcomes, but this is not
the reason why the process is slow. The development process is taking months or years before HPC
or DRC ever gets to review a project. The Matrix Consulting Group Final Report on
the Development Review Process, November 8, 2019, made clear that City Planning processes
and procedures were the real obstacles for development, and that the HPC and DRC should be
maintained not scapegoated. Making the DRC and HPC less relevant at a time when development is
booming, is not the way to ensure that Ventura gets better. Ironically, the reason there are fewer
candidates for the appointed committees is partly because of streamlining itself: The current 2019
streamlining approach made the HPC/DRC bodies less relevant and also had the effect of removing
potential qualified candidates from the volunteer pool, since they didn't think their expertise and
viewpoints were relevant or heeded by staff.
The 13A staff report states:
"Over the past several years, there have been many complaints about the Design Review
Committee (DRC) and the Historic Preservation Committee (HPC) from the development
community. 11

There have also been many public complaints about the Planning Department and Code
Enforcement but that does not mean they should be eliminated. The unnamed "development
community" won't complain about their staff members processing thei r plans or the public, but if
1

streamlining the review process eliminates reviews and the opportunity of the public to comment, then
that makes it easier to submit value-engineered projects that maximize profit over community. We
suspect that any HPC and DRC complaints have been from developers (some who may not
live here} with projects that needed improvement or that threatened our historic resources. The HPC
and DRC committee members really care about making average developments into the best
developments possible, yet HPC/DRC never stopped a development, they just sent some back for
improvements. The flawed projects need to be redesigned.

Does Council want all development projects regardless of design, size,
materials, or compatibility, as fast as possible?
The City Council should strive for better projects and more community engagement, not
less.
Currently, the staff shortage, has left us with an all-new planning staff (the majority
from outside th e city), and th ey are using outside contract planning consultancies in
Thousand Oaks and other cities to help process projects. These new planners have no
context or connection to Ventura. While the Planning Department processes take months
or years, when projects finally get to HPC or DRC, they usually result in approvals,
motions or direction in a single committee meeting; the slowdown has aways been with
the process and not th e committee review. Help is coming, the ongoing HRG Historic
Context and City-Wide Historic Survey that the Council funded will eliminate the day-today historic permit review of structures over 40 years old when it is completed next
year.

•
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AB 1234 Local Ethics Training

Options

Logout

Purpose of Open Meeting Laws
Operating under the requirements of open meeting laws can sometimes be frustrating
for local officials. Confining discussions among decision-makers to public meetings can
seem inefficient and an unnatural way to communicate with colleagues.
It may be helpful to acknowledge that the goal of open meeting laws is not efficiency. If
efficient decision-making were the priority, one wouldn't even need a multi-member
decision-making body.
Having a multi-member decision-making body suggests a different set of values. This
Includes the value of having a group of individuals with a variety of experiences,
backgrounds and viewpoints come together to develop a consensus. Consensus Is
developed through debate, deliberation, and give and take. This process can
sometimes take a long time and Is very different In character than the Individualdecision-maker model.

During a required ethics training last year,
one of the slides addressed efficiency at the cost of involvement,
2

I share it here because the section in yellow struck me enough that I took a picture of the Powerpoint
slide below.

The current streamlining procedures put too much priority on the "individual-decision-maker model"
mentioned above, with staff reviews and administrative hearings. Please implement the 57 Matrix
Report recommendations that the Council and the community paid for and agreed on, and keep the
committee and commission reviews relevant, transparent and fully staffed. The HPC, DRC and
Planning Commission members live in Ventura and are involved and engaged in the community, they
know the context, and understand local community values. Please embrace their local knowledge,
architectural and design experience and diverse cultural viewpoints to develop consensus for the
good of our community.

Sincerely,
Stephen Schafer
President, San Buenaventura Conservancy for Preservation

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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To:

Subject:

Dan Long<
Monday, October 11, 2021 1:47 PM
City Clerk
- EXT- Item 13A on tonight's City Council meeting

Council Members,
I recommend that the City Council support a strong HPC, DRC, and Planning Commission whose recommendations are
considered. Ultimately, the City Council has the right to overturn those decisions if it disagrees with them by a majority
vote.
We have heard the argument from the Council dais that only Council directly represents the citizens because the Council
members are elected. While true, an important part of citizen input is from advisory bodies to which you appoint
citizens with diverse backgrounds, expertise and licensed professionals in their trades. These bodies review substantial
testimony and information and make unbiased conclusions and recommendations which help inform future Council
meetings.
It is true that there have been few applicants for both the Design Review Committee and the Historic Preservation
Committee. The reason is simple. Who wants to spend their valuable t ime and expertise when their recommendations
have been diminished as well as knowing a past Council meeting discussing doing away with HPC completely?
Democracy was meant to be fair representation even if that means t aking more t ime to do so t han some would like. The
main reason that project reviews take so long is because of delays at t he staff level being able to bring project it ems to
t he committees. The Ventura Planning Department has lost a majority of t heir staff members. The process needs to be
improved by increasing actually trained planning staff.
Restoring certainty to the HPC and DRC w ill help t o bring in more applications from citizens who would like to serve and
more opportunities for the public t o partici pate. I have been very active with helping to plan the city that we all love for
a long t ime and one overarching consensus I have always heard has been that Ventura demands high quality design and
high quality materials. We need all of our committees and commissions to achieve t hat goal.
Respectfully,
Dan Long

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the City of Ventura. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
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below to ensure your comment is emailed to the correct body.
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Agenda Item 13A
POLI CY CONSIDERATION - Topics to Add to the
Streamlining Discussion
Please see attachment
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Letter to CC Agenda Item 13A 211011 final.pdf

October 11, 2021
13A. POLICY CONSIDERATION - Topics to Add to the Streamlining Discussion
Mark Sirota
Dear City Council Members,
I would like to comment on Agenda Item 13A and the related streamlining policy considerations
introduced by Council members Halter and Friedman.
There seems to be a continued push to place the delays in Vent ura's development review process at the
feet of the Historical Preservation and the Design Review Committees. And yet the city has not acted on
the one and only Extremely High Priority Recommendation identified in the November 2019 Matrix
Report. That being the City should "Develop and adopt new objective guidelines that specifically define
the design elements that the city desires to regulate." Furthermore, the Matrix Report states t hat any
changes to the scope of the DRC or HPC should be accomplished in parallel wi th the development of
objective design guidelines.
Cities across California and the Country have developed and implemented objective design standards
with excellent results. Not only do they provide for a faster process, but they provide certainty to the
process that developers appreciate. In addition, by being objective versus subj ective t hey are following
the State's regulations addressing affordable housing.
The policy considerations memo also addresses the public's complaint that the City grants too many
exceptions. The memo states that flexibility is necessary because there are so many City regulations.
Unfortunately, this flexibi lity only makes the developers happy at the expense of the citizens of Ventura.
Again, if Ventura had objective design guidelines in place the developer would know exactly at the
outset what the city expects and will accept and there would be minimal need for the flexibility as it is
used today.

The City Council should not make changes to the scope of the DRC or HPC until objective design
standards, that reflect the character of Ventura's unique neighborhoods, are developed and ready to
be implemented. Without this step we will continue to see the large box like monolit hs that will
destroy Ventura's unique character that we all cherish.
I also encourage the City to investigate what is being done elsewhere in terms of housing development.
There is an on-going shift away from building large monoliths towards building smaller mid-size
structures of high quality. These ca n easily be adapted to a city's unique character, obtain necessary
densities, are welcoming, sustainable, and less costly when looked at from the perspective of cradle to
grave. The following link takes you to a video of a talk given at a symposium on housing and discusses
the shift that I speak of above. https://www.youtube.com/ watch?v=SuZgUUEVP A

Thank you
Mark Si rota

