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Section 1:  Introduction  to Final Environmental Impact 

Report  

 Introduction  1.1

The proposed project, the State Water Project (SWP) Interconnection, would enable 
delivery of SWP water by wheeling water through the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California (MWD) and Calleguas Municipal Water District (Calleguas) water 
systems to the City of Ventura. The pipeline facilities (the ñinterconnectionò) would also 
facilitate direct delivery of SWP water to United Water Conservation District (United) and 
direct or in-lieu1 delivery of SWP water to Casitas Municipal Water District (Casitas). In 
addition, the interconnection would allow the City to deliver water to Calleguas during an 
outage of Calleguasô imported water supplies. The interconnection would be a pipeline 
used to transport water between Calleguasô and the Cityôs distribution systems.   

The pipeline would be approximately 7 miles in length originating in the easterly portion 
of the City of Ventura (Henderson Road between South Saticoy Avenue and South 
Wells Road) and traversing southerly and easterly through unincorporated Ventura 
County to the southwestern end of the City of Camarillo (near the intersection of Camino 
Tierra Santa and Via Zamora).  

The City prepared and circulated a Notice of Preparation for the EIR on February 28, 
2018. The City completed the Draft EIR for the SWP Interconnection Project and 
provided a Notice of Availability on February 19, 2019. The Draft EIR analyzes the 
environmental impacts to the following study areas: 1) Aesthetics, 2) Agriculture and 
Forestry Resources, 3) Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases 4) Biological Resources, 5) 
Cultural Resources, 6) Energy, 7) Geology and Soils, 8) Hazards and Hazardous 
Materials, 9) Hydrology and Water Quality, 10) Land Use Planning, 11) Mineral 
Resources, 12) Noise, 13) Population and Housing, 14) Public Services, 15) Recreation, 
16) Transportation, 17) Tribal Cultural Resources, 18) Utilities and Service Systems, and 
19) Wildfire. No resource impacts were found to be significant and unavoidable. 

 Contents of the Final EIR  1.2

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15132 states that 
the Final EIR shall consist of: 

¶ The draft EIR or a revision of the draft 

¶ Comments and recommendations received on the draft EIR either verbatim or in 
summary 

¶ A list of persons, organizations, and public agencies commenting on the draft 
EIR 

                                                

1
 In-lieu delivery means that the SWP would be delivered to a Ventura Water customer in the Casitas service area, rather 

than directly delivered to Casitas, and this would offset demand on the Casitas system. 
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¶ The responses of the Lead Agency to significant environmental points raised in 
the review and consultation process 

¶ Any other information added by the Lead Agency. 

In response to written comments received, changes have been made to the EIR. 
Additional information has been identified in written comments to the Draft EIR and 
responded to in Section 2, Responses to Comments, of this Final EIR. These changes, 
made since publication of the Draft EIR, do not substantially affect the analysis 
contained in the Draft EIR, do not result in a substantial increase in the severity of a 
significant impact identified in the Draft EIR, and do not change the conclusions in any 
way. All of the new information in Section 1.3 ñCorrections and Additions to the Draft 
EIR,ò and in the comments and in the responses to comments merely clarify or amplify 
or make insignificant modifications to an adequate Draft EIR.  

 Corrections and Additions  to  the Draft EIR  1.3

Changes to the Draft EIR are identified below by the corresponding Draft EIR section 
and the page number.  Additions are in underline and deletions are shown in 
strikethrough format. 

Table of Contents, List of Tables 

Page xiii, the following tables are added: 

1-1a Calleguas Water Quality and Drinking Water Standards 

1-1b Saticoy Water Conditioning Facility Treated Water 
   Quality and Drinking Water Standards 

1-1c Impact of Blending Ratio of Calleguas Water and Ventura Water 

Table of Contents, List of Acronyms 

Pages xv-xvi, the following acronyms are added: 

ATE   Associated Transportation Engineers 

CEQA   California Environmental Quality Act 

CGP   Construction General Permit 

NAHC   Native American Heritage Commission 

RWQCB  Regional Water Quality Control Board 
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Section 1.2 City of Ventura and Section 1.6 Need for the Proposed Project 

In both Section 1.2 and Section 1.6 language has been removed. The removed 
language was based on an earlier misconception about the regulatory requirements for 
Ventura Water's potential potable reuse project (also referred to as the 
"VenturaWaterPure Project").  The City has since been advised that the 
VenturaWaterPure Project would not require a new source of water as a backup in case 
of emergency; any City water source could serve as a backup. 

Page 1-6, the following text is removed: 

In order to continue to reliably meet the Cityôs existing and future water demands, 
alternative supply sources are necessary. The City is currently preparing a draft EIR 
for the Ventura Water Supply Projects, which will examine several potential water 
supply projects at a programmatic level and a potential potable reuse project, known 
as the VenturaWaterPure Project, at the project level of review. The proposed State 
Water Interconnection Project is not anticipated to provide any increased water 
supply volume for the City and, thus, is not being considered in that EIR. However, 
the project would improve system reliability by providing access to a replacement 
supply source for the water supplies that have been reduced or otherwise become 
less available. It also could meet a requirement for the proposed VenturaWaterPure 
Project, since the City may need to demonstrate an available backup supply in order 
to receive certain State approvals. If Calleguas delivers imported water to the City as 
an emergency backup supply, the City would return an equivalent amount of water to 
Calleguas at a later time. Additionally, SWP water is a near-term option for providing 
the necessary water to dilute high TDS levels in groundwater to improve system 
water quality.  

Page 1-8 the following text is removed: 

The City, Calleguas, United, and Casitas have the following needs: 

¶ The City needs to provide a continued reliable water service to City water 
customers. This involves making up for losses in annual yield from existing 
supply sources (Lake Casitas, Ventura River, and groundwater), improving 
water quality, and providing an emergency/backup connection for Ventura 
Waterôs potential potable reuse project.  

Section 1.7 Project Objectives 

Page 1-9, the following changes are made: 

The project would be designed to achieve the following objectives: 

¶ Provide a near-term water supply source for the City to enhance supply 
reliability; 

¶ Improve City water quality; 

¶ Provide a backup supply for the Cityôs other potential, long-term water supply 
options; 

¶ Allow the City, Casitas and United to receive their SWP entitlements; and 

¶ Enable the City to deliver water to Calleguas during an imported water supply 
outage. 
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Project Components 

Page 1-16, the following new section is added as Section 1.9.6. 

1.9.6  Blended Water Quality 

The proposed project would introduce SWP water to the City of Ventura system. 
Blending City of Ventura water would reduce some constituents that the City has had 
difficulty managing, specifically total dissolved solids (TDS). While City of Ventura 
water meets all applicable primary standards, City water has elevated TDS 
concentrations that exceed secondary standards (standards set for aesthetic, taste, 
and odor rather than protection of public health). 

Calleguas has indicated that SWP water treated at MWDôs Jensen Water Filtration 
Plant (WFP) would be the source of water to the Interconnection. Water quality for 
treated surface water produced by the Jensen WFP for the years 2013-2015 is 
summarized in Table 1-1a below.  

Water from the Interconnection would enter the Cityôs 430 Pressure Zone. After the 
Interconnection comes online, the two major water sources in the 430-pressure zone 
would be the groundwater treated at the Saticoy Water Conditioning Facility (WCF) 
and SWP water treated at the Jensen WFP. Table 1-1b summarizes the water 
quality at the Saticoy WCF from 2015-2016. 

Because the exact amount of SWP water blended with City water would vary, 
a potential range of blending ratios was considered, as shown in Table 1-1c. 
As shown in Table 1-1c, blending City water with SWP water would improve 
TDS, lessen water hardness, and reduce sulfate in the resultant water. 
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Table 1-1a 
Calleguas Water Quality and Drinking Water Standards 

Constituent Units 
Drinking Water 

Standard 

Jensen WFP (a) 

Average Minimum Maximum 

Aluminum mg/L 1 ND ND 0.084 

Antimony mg/L 0.006 ND -- -- 

Arsenic mg/L 0.01 0.003 -- -- 

Barium mg/L 1 ND -- -- 

Beryllium mg/L 0.004 ND -- -- 

Boron mg/L 1 0.24 -- -- 

Cadmium mg/L 0.005 ND -- -- 

Chloride mg/L 250-500-600 85 85 86 

Chromium, Hexavalent mg/L 0.01 ND -- -- 

Chromium, Total mg/L 0.05 ND -- -- 

Conductivity ɛS/cm 900-1600-2200 698 692 703 

Copper mg/L 1.3 ND -- -- 

Cyanide mg/L 0.15 ND -- -- 

Fluoride mg/L 2 0.9 0.7 1 

Gross Alpha pCi/L 15 3 ND 5 

Gross Beta pCi/L 20 ND ND 5 

Iron mg/L 0.3 -- -- -- 

Lead mg/L 0.015 ND -- -- 

Manganese mg/L 0.05 -- -- -- 

Mercury mg/L 0.002 ND -- -- 

Nickel mg/L 0.1 -- -- -- 

Nitrate mg/L as N 10 0.8 0.6 0.9 

Nitrate + Nitrite mg/L as N 10 -- -- -- 
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Table 1-1a cont.  

Constituent Units 
Drinking Water 

Standard 

Jensen WTP (a) 

Average Minimum Maximum 

 
Perchlorate 

mg/L 0.006 ND -- -- 

Selenium mg/L 0.05 ND -- -- 

Silver mg/L 0.1 ND -- -- 

Sulfate mg/L 250-500-600 110 108 112 

Thallium mg/L 0.002 ND -- -- 

Total dissolved solids (b) mg/L 500-1000-1500 405 405   

Turbidity NTU 5 ND -- -- 

Uranium pCi/L 20 2 2 3 

Zinc mg/L 5 ND -- -- 

"--" = No data available;  mg/L = milligrams per liter, ɛS/cm = microsiemens per centimeter, NTU = nephelometric 
turbidity units 
(a) Unless otherwise noted, data are from the Calleguas Municipal Water District Annual Water Quality Report July 

2016, Summary of Water Quality Results for 2015, Jensen WFP. 
(b)  The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California General Mineral and Physical  Analysis of Metropolitanôs 
 Water Supplies April 2013 through March 2014, Jensen WFP 

 

Table 1-1b 
Saticoy Water Conditioning Facility Treated Water 

 Quality and Drinking Water Standards 

Constituent Units 
Drinking Water 

Standard 

Saticoy Water Conditioning Facility 

Average Minimum Maximum 

Aluminum (a) mg/L 1 ND ND ND 

Antimony mg/L 0.006 -- -- -- 

Arsenic (a) mg/L 0.01 0.00089 ND 0.0022 

Barium (a) mg/L 1 0.035 0.025 0.046 

Beryllium mg/L 0.004 -- -- -- 

Boron mg/L 1 -- -- -- 

Cadmium mg/L 0.005 -- -- -- 

Chloride (b) mg/L 250-500-600 68 57 90 

Chromium, Hexavalent mg/L 0.01 -- -- -- 

Chromium, Total mg/L 0.05 -- -- -- 

Color (b) CU 15 5.42 4 10 

Conductivity (b) ɛS/cm 900-1600-2200 1619 1453 1737 

Cyanide mg/L 0.15 -- -- -- 

Fluoride (a) mg/L 2 0.53 0.41 0.6 
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Table 1-1b cont.  

Constituent Units 
Drinking Water 

Standard 

Saticoy Water Conditioning Facility) 

Average Minimum Maximum 

Gross Alpha (a) pCi/L 15 5.54 3.37 8.33 

Gross Beta pCi/L 20 -- -- -- 

Iron (b) mg/L 0.3 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 

Manganese (b) mg/L 0.05 <0.02 <0.02 <0.02 

Mercury mg/L 0.002 -- -- -- 

Nickel mg/L 0.1 -- -- -- 

Nitrate (a) mg/L as N 10 1.9 ND 4.4 

Nitrate + Nitrite mg/L as N 10 -- -- -- 

Odor (b) TON 3 <1 <1 <1 

Perchlorate mg/L 0.006 -- -- -- 

Selenium (a) mg/L 0.05 0.012 ND 0.026 

Silver mg/L 0.1 -- -- -- 

Sulfate (b) mg/L 250-500-600 528 446 592 

Thallium (a) mg/L 0.002 0.0005 ND 0.0008 

Total dissolved solids (b) mg/L 500-1000-1500 1241 1065 1392 

Turbidity (a) NTU 5 0.24 0.1 0.52 

Uranium (a) pCi/L 20 3.21 2.79 4.28 

Zinc mg/L 5 -- -- -- 

"--" = data not available;  mg/L = milligrams per liter, ɛS/cm = microsiemens per centimeter, NTU = nephelometric 
turbidity units, TON = threshold odor number, CU = color units, pCi/L = picocuries per liter 
(a)  Ventura's Water Quality Summary 2016 Summary of Water Quality Results for 2015, Groundwater. These data 
include water produced at the Saticoy and Bailey WCFs. 

(b) Saticoy WCF Finished Water, 2015 to 2016. 
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Table 1-1c 
Impact of Blending Ratio of Calleguas Water and Ventura Water 

0%

(Ventura 

Only) 10% 25% 50% 75% 90%

100%

(Jensen 

WFP Water 

Only)

Temperature °C -- 20.0 20.0

pH (Median) S.U. -- 7.34 7.36 7.40 7.48 7.65 7.91 8.29

Total Dissolved Solids mg/L 500-1000-1500 1242 1147 1005 769 532 391 296

Calcium mg/L -- 202 184 158 113 68 42 24

Total Hardness as CaCO3 rng/L -- 707 -- -- -- -- -- 112

Total Alkalinity (as

CaCO3)
mg/L -- 275 256 228 180 133 104 85

Chloride mg/L 250-500-600 68 69 71 74 76 78 79

Sulfate mg/L 250-500-600 528 480 409 289 170 98 50

Blend Ratio (%SWP)

Target ValuesUnitsConstituent

 

Section 1.11 

The following text is added as Section 1.11.2, page 1-25: 

Good Construction Practices 

All contractors will be required to adhere to the following ñgood practicesò consistent 
with City policy: 

¶ Construction vehicles transporting loose material (e.g., dirt, debris, trash) shall 
secure the materials to prevent littering. Before beginning construction in public 
roadways, the contractor shall provide notice to local transportation agencies 
about the schedule and location of construction. 

Section 1.12.1  

The following text modification is made to the beginning of this section, page 1-25: 

1.12.1 Annual Water Deliveries 
 
Annual Water Deliveries 
Based on a hydraulic analysis performed, a 36-inch diameter pipeline could deliver 
as much as 18,800 AFY, if this volume of water was available. However, the 
availability of water is limited. 
 

The following text modification is added to the end of this section, page 1-26: 

Agreement for Water Deliveries 
The City of Ventura and Calleguas would enter into an agreement formalizing the 
obligations of each party.  Each party would commit to providing water to the other 
party or parties through the Interconnection when its flow and pressure conditions 
allow and its own customers are able to receive all of the water they need. There 
would be no guarantee of any particular flows under any circumstances, but if 
delivery capacity is available, each party would make its best efforts to provide water 
to the other as and when requested to do so.   
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Section 1.12.2 

The following text modification is made to Section 1.12.2, page 1-26: 

Flow from Calleguas to the City, and flow from the City to Calleguas, is expected to 
be by gravity. No pumping is required. 

The City connection point is located along the existing 24-inch diameter pipeline on 
Henderson Road between South Saticoy Avenue and South Wells Road. This point 
of connection is part of the Cityôs 430 foot hydraulic gradient pressure zone. When 
moving water from Calleguas to the City of Ventura, the turnout from Calleguas 
would be near Calleguasô Springville Reservoir and Hydroelectric Generating 
Station. To take advantage of the higher hydraulic grade line available and avoid 
the need for pumping, the turnout from Calleguas would be located upstream of the 
Springville Hydroelectric Generating Station on the 39-inch diameter Oxnard Santa 
Rosa 7 pipeline. A maximum hydraulic grade line of 650 feet is available before the 
Hydroelectric Generating Station for water flow to the City. Water conveyed from the 
City to Calleguas would enter Calleguasô system downstream of the Hydroelectric 
Generation Station at a hydraulic gradeline of approximately 289 feet.  
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Section 1.13, Table 1-6 

Page 1-28, the following additions and modifications are made: 

TABLE 1-6 
POTENTIALLY REQUIRED PERMITS, APPROVALS, AND CONSULTATIONS
 
Agency 

Permits/Approvals Potentially Needed 
to Implement the Project 

City of Ventura Building Permit (Blending Station) 

City of Ventura Design Review Application (as applicable to 
Blending Station) 

City of Ventura Public Works Encroachment Permit (Segment 2) 

County of Ventura Road Encroachment Permit (Segment 2) 

City of Camarillo Department of Public 
Works 

Encroachment Permit (Segments 18 and 19) 

Caltrans Caltrans Standard Encroachment Permit 
(Segment 18) 

Caltrans Caltrans Transportation Permit (for transportation 
of heavy construction equipment and/or materials 
which require the use of oversized-transportation 
vehicles on State Highways) 

RWQCB General National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) Permit for Discharges of 
Groundwater from Construction and Project 
Dewatering to Surface Waters in Coastal 
Watersheds of Los Angeles and Ventura 
Counties (General NPDES Permit No 
CAG994004) 

SWRCB NPDES General Permit for Storm Water 
Discharges Associated with Construction and 
Land Disturbance Activities 

US Army Corps of Engineers Section 408 Permit (Permit to Modify or Alter US 
Army Corps of Engineers Civil Works Project) 

Southern California Regional Rail 
Authority (SCRRA) Ventura County 
Transportation Commission 

Right-of-Way Encroachment Agreement 
(Segment 2) 

VCWPD Floodplain Development Permit 

VCWPD Encroachment Permit 

VCWPD Watercourse Permit (Segments 2, 10, 13, 16 and 
location of any dewatering discharge)  

 

Section 2.3.1.1 

Page 2-14 is amended as follows: 

2.3.1.1     Climatological Setting 

The proposed facilities would be located in the Oxnard Plain Airshed, a sub-basin of 
the South-Central Coast Air Basin (SCCAB). The Airshed is characterized by cool 
winters and warm, dry summers tempered by cooling sea breezes. Summer, spring, 
and fall weather is generally a result of the movement and intensity of the semi-
permanent high-pressure area located several hundred miles to the west. Marine 
influences typically predominate during this period and cause afternoon onshore flow 
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and evening off-shore flow. Winter weather is usually a result of the size and location 
of low pressure weather systems originating in the north Pacific Ocean.  

At the Oxnard Airport (6.3 miles to the south of the Ventura connection point), the 
maximum average monthly temperature is 73 72.4 degrees Fahrenheit (°F) in 
August, and the minimum average monthly temperature is 46 45.2oF in December 
and January. The average monthly maximum precipitation is 3.77 2.68 inches in 
February, and the average monthly minimum is 0.051 inches in August, with an 
average annual precipitation of 10.39 15.9 inches (1998-2008 1981-2010 averages). 
At the Oxnard Airport, the average monthly wind speed varies from 2.6 mph in 
August to 4.5 mph in December. However, winter storms may bring short periods of 
much higher wind speeds. The typical wind direction is from the northwest and west. 
Onshore wind flow is prevalent, with a marine cloud layer causing heavy fog (visibility 
one-quarter mile or less) an average of 29.4 days per year. 

Section 2.13.3.2 Project-Specific Impacts and Section 3.2.3 Population 
Growth 

In both Section 2.13.3.2 and Section 3.2.3 language has been removed. The removed 
language was based on an earlier misconception about the regulatory requirements for 
Ventura Water's potential potable reuse project (also referred to as the 
"VenturaWaterPure Project").  The City has since been advised that the 
VenturaWaterPure Project would not require a new source of water as a backup in case 
of emergency; any City water source could serve as a backup. 

Page 2-122 is amended as follows: 

Population Growth Impacts (Significance Threshold a - d) 

The proposed project does not consist of housing or businesses that would have 
the potential to directly induce substantial planned or unplanned population growth.  

The proposed project would provide the infrastructure to enable delivery of SWP 
water that has been wheeled through the MWD and Calleguas water systems to the 
City of Ventura. The proposed interconnection would also facilitate direct delivery of 
SWP water to United and in-lieu delivery of SWP water to Casitas. Water supplies 
can, in some cases, be an impediment to population growth if insufficient supplies 
are expected to be available to support that growth. Conversely, an abundance of 
water supplies and/or the ability to augment existing supplies with new water 
sources may help sustain and potentially promote growth. However, the water 
supply to be provided by the project would replace lost supplies and act as an 
outage supply as follows: 

¶ The City needs to provide a continued reliable water service to City water 
customers. This involves making up for losses in annual yield from existing 
supply sources (Lake Casitas, Ventura River, and groundwater), and 
improving water quality, and providing an emergency/backup connection for 
Ventura Waterôs potential potable reuse project. If Calleguas provides water 
to Ventura during an emergency, Ventura would provide a like quantity of 
water back to Ventura after the emergency is over. 
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Page 3-3 is amended as follows: 

3.2.3 Population Growth 

The proposed project would provide the infrastructure to enable delivery of SWP 
water that has been wheeled through the MWD and Calleguas water systems to the 
City. The proposed interconnection would also facilitate direct delivery of SWP water 
to United and in-lieu delivery of SWP water to Casitas. Water supplies can, in some 
cases, be an impediment to population growth if insufficient supplies are expected to 
be available to support that growth. Conversely, an abundance of water supplies 
and/or the ability to augment existing supplies with new water sources may help 
sustain and potentially promote growth. However, the water supply to be provided by 
the project would replace lost supplies and act as an outage supply as follows: 

¶ The City needs to provide a continued reliable water service to City water 
customers. This involves making up for losses in annual yield from existing 
supply sources (Lake Casitas, Ventura River, and groundwater), and 
improving water quality, and providing an emergency/backup connection for 
Ventura Waterôs potential potable reuse project. If Calleguas provides water 
to Ventura during an emergency, Ventura would provide a like quantity of 
water back to Ventura after the emergency is over. 
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Section 2:  Response to Comments  

Section 15087 of the State CEQA Guidelines provides an opportunity for the public and 
agencies to review the Draft EIR and submit comments regarding the adequacy of the 
analysis of the potential environmental impacts of the proposed project. In accordance 
with the requirements of Section 15088 of the CEQA Guidelines, responses to these 
comments and any necessary revisions or clarifications to the EIR analysis are included 
in a Final EIR. 

The letters that follow are the public comment letters on the Draft EIR for the proposed 
SWP Interconnection project. The Draft EIR was circulated for a public review period 
that began on February 19, 2019 and concluded on April 5, 2019. This section includes 
responses to comments on the Draft EIR.  

The City received 26 comment letters on the Draft EIR. Commenters and the pages on 
which each letter appears are listed below. 

No. Commenter Date Page 

1 Scott McCarty, Ventura Water Commission 2/28/19 2-3 

2 Duane Georgeson 3/4/19 2-5 

3 Daniel Cormode 3/6/19 2-7 

4 Stephen P. Henry, US Fish and Wildlife Service 3/12/19 2-11 

5 Daniel Cormode 3/6/19 2-14 

6 George Naugles 3/20/19 2-17 

7 Gerhart Hubner, Ventura Water Commission 3/22/19 2-19 

8 Suzanne McCombs, Ventura Water Commission 3/25/19 2-21 

9 Burt Handy 4/1/19 2-23 

10 Miya Edmonson, Caltrans 3/28/19 2-25 

11 Burt Handy 3/27/19 2-28 

12 Burt Handy 4/2/19 2-31 

13 David Klotzle, City of Camarillo 4/2/19 2-33 

14 Mark E. Hancock, Law Offices of Mark Hancock 4/2/19 2-39 

15 James Kentosh, Vice President 
Mike Krumpschmidt, Director 
Meiners Oaks Water District 

3/25/19 2-38 

16 Steve DeGeorge, Ventura County Transportation 
Commission 

4/4/19 2-42 

17 Carolee Krieger, California Water Impact Network 4/3/19 2-44 

18 Burt Handy 4/4/19 2-52 

19 Daniel Cormode 4/5/19 2-55 

20 Nicole Collazo, Ventura County Air Pollution 
Control District 

4/1/19 2-57 

21 Manjunath Venkat, Ventura County Resource 
Management Agency 

4/4/19 2-60 

22 Anitha Balan, Ventura County Public Works 
Transportation Department 

4/4/19 2-63 

23 Sergio Vargas, Deputy Director, Ventura County 
Public Works Watershed Protection  

4/3/19 2-68 
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No. Commenter Date Page 

24 Kathy Bremer 4/2/19 2-73 

25 Diane Underhill 4/5/19 2-76 

26 Ventura River Water District 4/23/19 2-91 
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1B 

1C 
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Letter 1 

COMMENTER: Scott McCarty, Ventura Water Commission 

DATE:   February 28, 2019 

RESPONSE: 

Response 1A 

The requested acronyms have been added, see Section 1.3 of the Final EIR. 

Response 1B 

Additional explanation of how gravity flow is used by the project has been added, see 
Section 1.3 of the Final EIR. 

Response 1C 

The Mitigation Measure in question is CR MM-8, which states that: Prior to the issuance 
of the construction Notice to Proceed, Phase II subsurface testing and evaluation shall 
be performed for the portion of CA-VEN-223 to be impacted by Segment 18. The Phase 
II testing will consist of a combination of Test Excavation Units (TEUs) and Shovel Test 
Probes (STPs) and will determine the vertical and horizontal extent and composition of 
prehistoric deposits within Segment 18. A qualified archaeologist shall oversee the 
Phase II testing and a Native American representative shall monitor all excavation. 

a. If the portion of CA-VEN-223 within Segment 18 is determined to be significant 
after Phase II testing, project redesign or Phase III Data Recovery mitigation will 
be performed. 

b. If the portion of CA-VEN-223 within Segment 18 is determined not to be 
significant after Phase II testing, the project may proceed as planned with a 
qualified archaeologist and Native American representative monitoring all ground 
disturbance. 

The project redesign envisioned in CR MM-8 is to shift the pipeline location or 
construction corridor within the area already evaluated as part of the EIR. If redesign is 
not feasible, prior to construction Phase III Data Recovery will take place.  
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Letter 2 

COMMENTER: Duane Georgeson 

DATE:   March 4, 2019 

RESPONSE: 

Response to Letter 2 

Water quality information has been added to the EIR; see Section 1.3 of the Final EIR. 
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Letter 3 

COMMENTER: Daniel Cormode 

DATE:   March 6, 2019 

RESPONSE: 

Response 3A 
This appears to be general background information and not a specific comment on the 
Draft EIR. No response needed.  

Response 3B 

The projects covered in this EIR, and included in the Capital Improvement Plan, are the 
State Water Project Interconnection and State Water Blending Station. The other capital 
projects listed by the commenter are as follows: 

¶ Waterline ï Midtown to Westside 

¶ Waterline ï Eastside to Midtown 

¶ Waterline Replacement ï Main Street/Telephone Road 

¶ Pump Station 210/260 Boundary Adjustment 

¶ Water Treatment ï Saticoy Facility Upgrade 

These projects are independent of the SWP Interconnection and would go forward with 
or without the proposed project. The above listed projects are meant to correct existing 
and projected system deficiencies and were in the Cityôs Capital Improvement Plan prior 
to the SWP Interconnection Project.  

Response 3C 

The proposed project adds a supplemental supply source to the City of Ventura portfolio 
ï which inherently increases supply reliability. Most importantly, the proposed project 
adds a new type of supply, a regional, rather than just local, supply source. The reliability 
of the SWP supply is described in the Draft EIR (Section 1.12.1). As discussed in that 
section, over the long-term, the SWP is anticipated to deliver 62% of each contractorôs 
Table A amount, but, in a very dry year or in the event of infrastructure failure, the SWP 
may deliver no water. However, a drought in the Ventura area does not necessarily 
mean a drought for the SWP.  From 2012 to 2018, the City of Ventura was considered to 
be in drought (based on the USDA Drought Monitor 
(https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/MapArchive.aspx). In 2017, the area supplying the 
SWP was not considered to be in drought and delivered 85 percent of Table A 
allocations.  

Response 3D 

Water quality information has been added to the EIR, see Section 1.3 of the Final EIR. 
This additional information documents the enhanced water quality anticipated from the 
proposed project. 
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