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INTRODUCTION 
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F. GLOSSARY

Drought condition – Hydrologic conditions during a defined period, greater than one dry year, 

when precipitation and runoff are much less than average. (Department of Water Resources) 

Further discussion of drought is included in Section 5 of the report. 

Normal Supply – A normal (non-drought) supply is defined by the City’s 2015 Water Shortage 

Event Contingency Plan (WSECP). When the stages of the 2015 WSECP are not activated, the 

City is experiencing normal supply conditions. In addition, under normal supply conditions, it is 

assumed that City facilities are fully functioning and not restricted for operational reasons. 

Sustainable yield (safe yield) – The maximum quantity of water, calculated over a base period 

representative of long-term conditions in the basin and including any temporary surplus, that can 

be withdrawn annually from a groundwater supply without causing an undesirable result. 

(Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA)) 

Water Shortage Event – A water shortage event can be a single occurrence as short as twenty-

four hours to a multi-year weather condition. Other events, besides drought, that could trigger a 

water shortage event include an earthquake, water system failures, fire, contamination, regional 

power outage, State restrictions, or other causes. (WSECP) 

Water Shortage Stages – Per the WSECP, the six water shortage stages may be activated when 

the Annual Supply Projection (Table 4-2 of the most current CWRR) is below the Normal Year 

Supply Projection (Table 4-1 of the 2013 CWRR) at varying trigger levels. The WSECP noted 

that the baseline supply value will not change through the duration of the event; thus, Table 4-1 

of the 2013 CWRR is the baseline supply value since the City has remained in a Stage 3 since 

2014.  
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