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MEDIA RELEASE
Date: December 13th, 2015
Incident Number: 150085647
Information Contact: Kris McDonald, Battalion Chief
Incident Type: Structure Fire
Date/Time of Incident: December 13th, 2015, 5:16 PM
Incident Location: 4800 block of Telephone Road
Cause: Under investigation
Injuries: None reported
Fire Equipment: 6 ALS Engine Companies, 1 BLS Engine Company, 1 ALS Truck Company, 1 BLS Truck Company, 3 Command Officers, 1 Fire
Investigator, 1 Prevention Specialist
Total Fire Personnel: 34
Agencies Involved: Ventura City Fire Department, Ventura County Fire Department, Oxnard Fire Department, Santa Paula Fire Department, Ventura
Police Department
Ventura City Fire personnel responded to a reported structure fire, visible fire coming from the roof of a stripmall. Units arrived to find occupants
being evacuated out of a singlestory retail business by Ventura Police. Sprinkler heads on the roof were flowing, the fire alarm system was alerting,
and a small amount of visible fire and smoke was coming from the roof behind a large parapet facade. An aerial ladder on the first arriving support
company was used to make access to the roof from the rear, while engine companies entered through the front of the business and made roof
access via fixed ladders and hatches. Simultaneous efforts were required to effectively mitigate the hazard and prevent further damage to the
business and its inventory. Rope bags were used to hoist hose lines up from the sidewalk to the roof, while chainsaws were used to open up the
vertical rear surface of the parapet wall. Electrical utilities were controlled, a water supply was established and the building sprinkler system was
supported. While the fire was being knocked down on the roof, salvage operations were employed to cover and/or remove inventory from the
showroom area beneath the fire, where water and ceiling tiles were dropping down. The sprinkler system was then shut down and commercialgrade
water vacuums were brought in to pick up most of the standing water inside the business. The cause of the fire remains under investigation. No
injuries were reported at the time of this release.

