NEWS RELEASE
Contact: Watch Commander, (805) 339 -4416
Release Prepared by: Sgt Mark Knackstedt
VENTURA POLICE DEPARTMENT

Incident: DUI, Hit and Run, Reckless Driving, Resisting Arrest
Location: California St. / Main St.
Date/Time Occurred: 02/21/21 @2118 hrs
Officer(s) Involved: Ventura PD patrol
Suspect(s): Eusebio Navarro, 11/20/1995, Ventura Resident
Report #: 21-11605
Narrative:

On the above date and time, the Ventura Police dispatch center received a report of a vehicle driving
around in the closed and barricaded area of Main St. and California St. When VPD patrol officers arrived on
scene, they locate the vehicle driving South on California St. toward Santa Clara St., still inside of the area
where the road is closed. Officers contacted the driver, later identified as Eusebio Navarro, and told him to
stop and shut off the vehicle. Navarro immediately put his vehicle in reverse and fled. Navarro reversed his
vehicle Northbound on California St., and attempted to make a turning maneuver, but collided with an
unoccupied dining tent to the front of Finneys. Navarro then drove East on Main St. until he reached the
barricades at Chestnut St. Navarro then began reversing West on Main St. back toward California St.,
where he was again confronted by officers on foot. Navarro refused the officers commands to shut off the
car and exit the vehicle. Navarro was taken into custody shortly after. No bystanders, officers or the
suspect were injured as a result of the incident.
Navarro was arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs, hit and run, reckless driving,
resisting arrest and possession of a controlled substance.
The area that Navarro was driving his vehicle has been closed to vehicle traffic for several months to allow
downtown businesses to accommodate outdoor dining due to Covid 19 restrictions. This area can at times
be very crowded with pedestrians and people dining on the outdoor patios and barricades have been
placed in several areas to keep vehicle traffic from accessing Main St. Video surveillance footage captured
Navarro moving a barricade to gain access with his vehicle.

The complete press release, including suspect description, can be viewed online at www.venturapd.org
If you have any information about this crime, you can make an anonymous call to Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.
If your information leads to an arrest, you could receive a cash reward of up to $1,000.
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