CITY OF

VE.NTURA NEWS RELEASE

POLICE DEPARTMENT  contact: watch Ccommander, (805) 339-4416

Release Prepared by: Commander Tom Higgins
VENTURA POLICE DEPARTMENT

Incident: Assault with a Deadly Weapon Arrest
Location: 211 E. Santa Clara St. (The Tavern)

Date/Time Occurred: 12/28/19 @ 2328 hours

Officer(s) Involved: Ventura PD Patrol

Victim: Male Adult, 37 years

Suspect(s): Alex Stewart, DOB: 11/11/95, Oxnard Resident
Report #: 19-92396

Narrative:

On the above date and time, the Ventura Police Department Command Center received
numerous 911 calls reporting several subjects in a physical fight to the front of The Tavern in the
200 block of E. Santa Clara St. Officers, along with Ventura City Fire and AMR personnel
responded to the call and found one victim, later identified as a 37-year-old adult male, suffering
from a non-life threatening head injury. He was treated at the scene and later transported to
VCMC for treatment of his injuries. Several other subjects, including bouncers from the bar, were
found to be involved in the fight.

During the investigation, officers learned that the victim and several of his friends had been
drinking, and were refused entry into the bar. One of the victim’s friends got into a verbal
argument with the bouncers. At one point during the argument, it turned physical and the fight
ended up in the street to the front. The suspect, later identified as Alex Stewart, choked the victim
and hit him several times over the head with a flashlight. Stewart works for The Tavern as a
bouncer.

At the conclusion of the investigation, it was determined that Stewart’s force against the victim

was unnecessary and he was arrested for assault with a deadly weapon. No other patrons or
bouncers were injured as a result of this incident.

The complete press release, including suspect description, can be viewed online at www.venturapd.org

If you have any information about this crime, you can make an anonymous call to Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.

If your information leads to an arrest, you could receive a cash reward of up to $1,000.
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