NEWS RELEASE
Contact: Watch Commander, (805) 339 -4416
Release Prepared by: Commander Tom Higgins
VENTURA POLICE DEPARTMENT

Incident: Assault with a Deadly Weapon and Arson Arrest
Location: 3400 Block of Rexford St.
Date/Time Occurred: 12/14/19 @ 0841 hours
Officer(s) Involved: Ventura PD Patrol, Ventura City Fire
Suspect(s): Alex Drown, DOB: 09/30/85, Ventura Resident
Report #: 19-88950
Narrative:

On the above date and time, officers responded to a residence in the 3400 block of Rexford St., to
assist Ventura City Fire personnel who were on scene of a structure fire and requesting an
emergency police response. After fire personnel arrived on scene, it was determined the resident
of the apartment, later identified as Alex Drown, was under the influence of a controlled
substance, and set fire to his curtains and to a wall inside his apartment. Drown became upset
and started throwing glass bottles at the manager of the apartment complex. He had also briefly
armed himself with a knife and was making threats.
Once officers arrived on scene, they had to negotiate with Drown to exit the apartment. While
speaking with him, Drown could be heard breaking items inside. He eventually came out of the
apartment on his own and was taken into custody without incident.
Drown was arrested for assault with a deadly weapon, and when the fire department’s arson
investigator determined the fire was set intentionally, he was arrested for the additional charge of
arson.
No one was hurt as a result of this incident.
A review of the Ventura County Superior Court website shows that Drown has two open criminal
cases from 2019 for charges of burglary, possession of a stolen vehicle and resisting arrest.

The complete press release, including suspect description, can be viewed online at www.venturapd.org
If you have any information about this crime, you can make an anonymous call to Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.
If your information leads to an arrest, you could receive a cash reward of up to $1,000.
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